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Abstract in English 

RESEARCH ON PERSPECTIVES AND PROBLEMS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
BIO PRODUCTS IN HASKOVO REGION 

This paper explores the perspectives and problems for development biological 
products in Haskovo region. The purpose is to present: 

 the concept of biological production and biological products and the main 
concepts related to them; 

 up-to-date information related to the agricultural sector; 

 the advantages of Haskovo region related to the agrarian sector; 

 the attitudes of consumers on the territory of Haskovo Region regarding 
biological products; 

 the attitudes of agricultural producers on the territory of the Haskovo Region 
regarding the current prospects and problems for the development of 
biological products in the Haskovo Region; 

 the opportunities, challenges and summarize the recommendations for the 
development of organic products in Haskovo Region. 

The topic is relevant, both because of the distinctive advantages of Haskovo Region 
in the agriculture and bioproduction sector, and because of the existing opportunities 
of the EU's common agricultural policy and the growing market trends on a national 
and global scale of demand and supply of clean produce. In view of the urgent change 
to address the challenges of climate change, there should be added the growing need 
to implement environmentally friendly practices in agriculture to conserve natural 
resources and address the alarming rate of biodiversity loss. The topic is also relevant 
due to the effects of the global COVID-19 pandemic, which are expressed in the 
desire of more and more people to lead a healthy lifestyle by consuming more clean 
foods and thus seek to support their well-being in terms of health. 

Research of a set of documents is implemented and two surveys (one among 
consumers of biological products and one among agricultural producers) are 
implemented.  

In summary of the above, the perspectives and problems for the development of 
organic production in Haskovo region are: 

 good opportunities for the development of biological products on the territory 
of Haskovo Region, which include favorable soil and climatic conditions, 
accumulated experience and good practices on the part of certified biological 
operators; 

 good understanding of organic products among consumers; 

 average level of consumption of organic products; 

 good orientation of consumers to distinguish certified organic products; 

 organic food products have an exceptional preponderance of consumption 
compared to cosmetic and other organic products; 

 sustainable consumer attitudes towards organic products as healthy, high-
quality, with good taste qualities and with future consumer demand, but at a 
high price and with insufficient supply; 

 a positive attitude of farmers to work together with their colleagues to solve 
problems related to production and marketing; 

 weak recognition of organic products by consumers, including those of specific 
local producers; 
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 a large group of consumers who rely on misleading and unreliable sources to 
confirm whether a product is organic; 

 a small share of those who refuse to consume organic products or these are 
consumers "outside the market"; 

 low consumer awareness of organic products; 

 farmers prefer to use chemical over organic fertilizers, as well as chemical 
pesticides over biological and organic control methods; 

 farmers are of the opinion that the use of chemical preparations does not 
adversely affect the health of people and animals and that without the use of 
chemical pesticides there will be a heavy pest infestation; 

 farmers believe that farms with organic production enjoy a good image, but 
local consumption of organic products is insufficient due to the high price of 
the products; 

 unfamiliarity and mistrust of agricultural producers towards the bodies for 
control and certification of biological products; 

 difficult access to information and consultations for organic production and 
access to export markets; 

 the majority of agricultural producers in the territory of Haskovo Region 
define their farms as unsuitable for organic farming, they do not have the 
opportunity to use organic fertilizers, they cannot afford the costs of 
certification and inspection, they would not produce organic fruits and 
vegetables in the next five years. 
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INTRODUCTION 

This document „Research on perspectives and problems for the development of bio 
products in Haskovo region“ under Deliverable 3.1.2. Research on perspectives and 
problems for the development of bio products in Haskovo - Evros Region is developed 
by Association „Business Center-Maritza“ in the framework of the project „EURO bio 
REGION MARITZA EVROS“ with acronym „EU 2 BIO“. The project is implemented in 
the period 13.01.2021 – 13.04.2023 according to Subsidy contract № B6.3a.02, funded 
by Cooperation Programme Interreg V-A “Greece-Bulgaria 2014-2020”, Priority axis 
1. A competitive and innovative cross-border region, Investment priority 3a. 
Promoting entrepreneurship, in particular by facilitating the economic exploitation 
of new ideas and fostering the creation of new firms, including through business 
incubators. 

The partners on the project are Association „Business Center Maritsa“, Bulgaria and 
Federation of professional crafts and trade associations of Evros, Greece. 

The main objective of the project is to ensure the establishment of a Trans-border 
Bio-area for agriculture, stock breeding and aquacultures and secure its sustainable 
functioning as a pilot model for other organizations and companies in the region and 
other trans-border regional programmes.  

The specific objectives of the project are to: 

 to research on the bio-organic agriculture, stock breeding and aquaculture 
industries in the trans-border region and outline the perspectives and 
problems for their development. 

 to investigate and promote in the project’s target regions working sustainable 
bio-area practices. 

 to elaborate bio area map suited to the Trans-border region’s needs, statute 
and founding documents pertaining to the governance of the area, financial 
stability plan, 5 year business strategy plan for governing body structure plan. 

 to promote the idea of trans-border bio-area in compliance with the 
developed map and strategy and to involve as many as possible participants 
in the initiative. 

 to popularize the bio area activities to the general public to further promote 
the partner approach in bio-agriculture and increase the cumulative effect of 
such approach. 

The focus of the project and its activities allow a wide range of stakeholders from 
the cross-border region to improve their skills and knowledge at their convenience, 
thus increasing opportunities for the development of bioproducts in both countries, 
based on two main approaches: 

 Promotion of entrepreneurial culture, thereby aiming to influence the rate of 
formation of new businesses in the field of organic agriculture in the cross-
border region; 

 Strengthening the factors affecting entrepreneurial success, thereby aiming 
to influence the long-term success of these enterprises in the field of organic 
farming in the cross-border region. 

In this regard, the project envisages the implementation of three main packages of 
activities - strategic analyses, strategic planning and promotion of the cross-border 
bio-region.  
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The identification of problems and perspectives for the development of organic 
products is an increasingly relevant problem not only for Bulgaria and Haskovo Region 
in particular, but also on a global scale. In recent years, there has been an ever-
increasing demand for healthy and biologically pure products from consumers. This 
is due to the fact that more and more people prefer to consume high quality products 
that are produced using environmentally friendly methods with care for the 
environment. On the other hand, agriculture is the main strategic and priority sector 
for Bulgaria, with favorable soil and climate conditions for the production of 
agricultural products, including biological/organic ones. Specifically, for the region 
considered in the present research, we can say that agriculture is an activity 
traditional for Haskovo Region, which has extremely favorable conditions for its 
development organically - good soil qualities and favorable agro-climatic conditions.  

Over the past few decades, the economy of the Bulgarian-Greek cross-border region 
has gradually transformed from an agricultural/industrial to an industry and service 
economy. This transformation is still quite slow, and compared to other EU member 
states, the economy of the Bulgarian-Greek cross-border region remains significantly 
more agricultural, less industrial and more dependent on services. Adding to this the 
favorable conditions for the development of agriculture in the region, we can say 
that this is one of the main assets of the region, which can be successfully used for 
the development of local entrepreneurship. Identifying the needs and potential of 
the region in line with the popular topic for development of organic products, the 
project partnership envisages measures that aim to support the development of 
agriculture, livestock and aquaculture in the cross-border region with new and 
modern solutions, as well as to add value to the agricultural sector in the region by 
developing common pilot support infrastructures. The project will create a pilot 
cross-border bio-area to support and improve the conditions for entrepreneurship in 
the cross-border region. This bio-area will organize producers, incl. young producers 
and farmers from both sides of the border, they will create a partnership network 
with a common strategy, action plan, standardized management practices, etc. Such 
a common infrastructure will enable the development of further common cross-
border initiatives and provide benefits from economies of scale, joint marketing, 
promotion of cross-border products and products better suited to consumer needs 
due to information exchange. The results of the present research will support the 
establishment of the cross-border bio-area by providing accessible information to 
interested parties on the perspectives for development in organic agriculture.  
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1. METHODOLOGY OF THE RESEARCH 

1.1. Topic of the research  

The topic of this document is „Research on perspectives and problems for the 
development of bio products in Haskovo region“. The topic is relevant and timely, 
both because of the distinctive advantages of Haskovo Region in the agriculture and 
organic-production sector, and because of the existing opportunities of the EU's 
common agricultural policy and the growing market trends on a national and global 
scale of demand and supply of clean produce. In addition to this, and in view of the 
urgent change of direction to address the challenges of climate change, there should 
be added the growing need to implement environmentally friendly practices in 
agriculture to conserve natural resources and address the alarming rate of 
biodiversity loss. The importance of the topic also stems from the effects of the 
global COVID-19 pandemic, which are expressed in the desire of more and more 
people to lead a healthy lifestyle by consuming more clean foods and thus seek to 
support their well-being in health aspect.  

The prerequisites for the relevance of the research topic are summarized below. 

The distinctive advantages of Haskovo Region, as identified in „Research on bio 
production in Haskovo region“, develoepd by Association „Business Center-Maritza“ 
in the framework of the project „EURO bio REGION MARITZA EVROS“ with acronym 
„EU 2 BIO“, Subsidy contract № B6.3a.02/13.01.2021 are relevant to the present 
research and are as follows: 

 agriculture is one of the leading industries for Haskovo region and creates 
employment for a large part of the population; 

 there are extremely favorable soil and climatic conditions for the 
development of crop production in Haskovo region, where a variety of 
agricultural crops are grown, among which: wheat, barley, corn. Sunflower, 
cotton and tobacco are the most widely grown of the technical crops. there 
are extremely favorable conditions for the cultivation of arrays of perennial 
crops in Haskovo region - strawberries, raspberries, sour cherries, cherries, 
apricots, peaches and others. Traditionally, vineyards are grown in the region. 
The region is known for the good varieties "Merlot", "Cabernet Sauvignon", 
"Pamid" and "Bolgar". The several wine centers on the territory of the region 
attract supporters of the so-called "wine tourism".  

 Livestock breeding sub-sector is extremely concentrated in the private sector, 
mainly raising cows, sheep, goats and pigs, and in recent years there has been 
a significant increase in farms for breeding ducks, and other bird species; 

 here are extremely favorable soil and climatic conditions for the development 
of organic agriculture and organic livestock in the region. 

The EU's Common Agricultural Policy, as a further prerequisite, foresees actions 
to ensure the economic efficiency of the activity of agricultural producers, as well 
as its sustainability and ecological compatibility and protection of the condition of 
the soils and biological diversity: 

 income support through direct payments, which ensures income stability and 
rewards farmers for using environmentally friendly practices and providing 
public goods that are not normally paid for in the market, such as rural care; 

 market measures to deal with difficult market situations, such as a sudden 
drop in demand due to a health risk or price reductions due to a temporary 
oversupply in the market; 



This document is developed on the project „EURO bio REGION MARITZA EVROS (acronym: EU 2 BIO)”, funded by Cooperation Programme Interreg V-A “Greece-Bulgaria 2014-2020”, Subsidy contract № 
В6.3a.02/13.01.2021. The Project is co-funded  by  the  European Regional  Development  Fund  (ERDF)  and  by  national  funds  of  the  countries participating  in  the Cooperation Programme 

Interreg V-A “Greece-Bulgaria 2014-2020” . The  contents  of  the document are sole responsibility of the Association “Business Center-Maritza” and  can  in  no  way  be  taken  to  reflect  the  views  
of  the  European  Union,  the  participating countries the Managing Authority and the Joint Secretariat. 

 measures for the development of rural areas through national and regional 
programs aimed at meeting specific needs and overcoming challenges facing 
these areas. 

The Common Agricultural Policy supports organic farming. Organic farmers can apply 
for other forms of income support under the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). 
These include direct payments and payments specifically for young farmers. In 
addition, organic producers are automatically entitled to greening payments. 
Greening payments are designed to encourage farmers to make sound green 
decisions, and their automatic provision to organic farmers reflects the many 
environmental benefits of this type of farming. 

The CAP budget for the period 2021-2027 amounts to €336.4 billion at constant 2018 
prices, according to the data presented on the European Parliament page in the 
Cohesion Policy section. The CAP budget for 2014-2020, after deducting UK spending, 
is €382.8 billion. The breakdown of the CAP budget for the period 2021-2027 shows 
the following: 

 The first pillar European Agricultural Guarantee Fund (EAGF) maintains its 
leading position with €258.6 billion or 78.4%, despite its budget being cut by 
10%.  

 The second pillar Rural Development (European Agricultural Fund for Rural 
Development (EAFRD) with EUR 77.8 billion suffered the biggest losses, with 
the funds earmarked for it reduced by 19%.  

For the financing of the CAP in 2019, the EU provided support for farmers in the 
amount of EUR 58.82 billion, of which: 

 for the development of rural areas – EUR 14.18 billion; 

 for market measures – EUR 2.37 billion; 

 for income support – EUR 41.43 billion. 

The organic food market - according to the data and summaries presented in the 
European Parliament's "Infographic: organic food in Europe", more and more 
consumers in the EU are buying products that are produced naturally and with 
unprocessed additional ingredients. Organic production covers all stages of food 
supply - from the production of meat and agricultural crops, through processing, 
storage, transport and sale. 

According to the EP Research Service, organic farming is a comprehensive farm and 
food production management system that combines best environmental practices, a 
high degree of biodiversity, the protection of natural resources and the application 
of high animal welfare standards. The key principles of organic farming are:  

 the use of chemical pesticides and artificial fertilizers is prohibited; 

 the use of antibiotics is prohibited; 

 free of genetically modified organisms; 

 rotation of crops.  
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Regulation (EU) 2018/848 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May 
2018 on organic production and labelling of organic products aims to ensure high 
quality standards in the EU. They affect agricultural practices, food processing and 
labelling, certification procedures and imports from EU countries. Organic 
production in the EU implies: 

 Crop rotation for an efficient use of resources 

 A ban of the use of chemical pesticides and synthetic fertilisers 

 Very strict limits on livestock antibiotics 

 Ban of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) 

 Use of on-site resources for natural fertilisers and animal feed 

 Raising livestock in a free-range, open-air environment and the use of organic 
fodder. 

The organic food market globally can be summarized as follows according to the 
below retail sales data in Euros for 2018. The biggest consumers of organic food are:   

 USA – EUR 40,6 billion 

 EU – EUR 37,4 billion 
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 Germany – EUR 10,9 billion 

 France – EUR 9,1 billion 

 China – EUR 9,1 billion 

 Italy – EUR 3,5 billion 

 Canada – EUR 3,1 billion. 

In addition to the presented data, the sales of organic food in the EU in 2018 (3 EUR 
7.4 billion) increased by 79.8% compared to those for 2012 (EUR 20.8 billion). An 
increasing trend is also observed in the areas used for organic agriculture in the EU 
- in 2012 they were 10,047,896 ha, and in 2018 - 13,438,168 ha. 

The demand for organic food in Europe is constantly growing - currently annual sales 
in the EU are over EUR 37 billion. However, organic production takes place on only 
7.5% of the total agricultural land and part of the demand is also covered by growing 
imports. 

According to Eurostat data for 2018, 13.4 million ha are the areas in the EU used for 
organic farming, which represents 7.5% of the total area of land used for agricultural 
purposes. An interesting fact is that 4 countries account for 55.5% of the total organic 
farming area in the EU, as follows: Spain with 16.7%, France with 15.1%, Italy with 
14.6% and Germany with 9.1 %. Bulgaria ranks at the bottom of the table in terms of 
area used for organic farming - 2.6%, while Greece is in the average statistics with 
9.3%.  

The data on the crops grown on the areas used for organic farming in the EU are 
interesting: 

 45.2% represent arable crops (mainly cereals, fresh vegetables, fodder and 
industrial crops); 

 43.9% are perennial grasses (pastures and meadows, mainly used for feed of 
organically raised animals); 

 10.8% represent perennial crops (fruit trees and berries, olive trees and 
vineyards). 

What is the understanding of Europeans about organic food? 

 79% of Europeans believe that organic food is produced with limited use of 
pesticides, fertilizers or antibiotics; 

 78% believe that organic foods are produced following better environmental 
practices; 

 76% believe that higher standards for the treatment of animals are observed 
in the production of organic food; 

 72% believe that organic foods are of higher quality; 

 70% believe that organic foods are safer.  

The European Green Deal on climate change and environmental degradation has 
been an extremely important topic in recent years in Europe, which is relevant in 
the formulation of adequate policies for the development of organic production and 
the bioeconomy. In this regard, to overcome climate challenges, one of the main 
priorities of the European Commission is the European Green Pact, or the so-called 
European Green Deal or The Green Deal. This treaty will contribute to making the 
EU a modern, resource-efficient and competitive economy where: 

 by 2050 there will be no net emissions of greenhouse gases; 

 economic growth will be decoupled from resource use; 
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 no people or regions will be left behind.   

The Green Deal also includes protecting biodiversity, establishing a circular economy 
and eliminating pollution, increasing industrial competitiveness and ensuring a fair 
transition for affected regions and workers. Carbon emissions are given a key place 
to ensure the contribution of every person and every sector. 

Europe's new Common Agricultural Policy, agreed in June 2021, envisions greener, 
fairer and more flexible European agriculture. Improving the climate and protecting 
biodiversity are at the heart of the green farming strategy. The specific objectives 
are: a 50% reduction in the use of chemical pesticides; reduction of at least 50% in 
nutrient losses; reduce the use of fertilizers by at least 20% and at least 25% of 
agricultural areas to switch to organic production. The high environmental 
requirements for agriculture is a very ambitious goal that requires increasing support 
for it several times - 1/3 of the funds under the new CAP are intended for farmers 
to adapt their farms. It is important to note, however, that profitable and market-
oriented agriculture is difficult to combine with the application of environmentally 
friendly practices, which will inevitably lead to an increase in the price of food. The 
expectation is that greater organic farming subsidies under the CAP will not be 
enough to motivate more farmers to start organic production, and increasing acreage 
for its own sake is pointless if no one then buys the organic products. Green farming 
will protect the environment and improve the climate, but will have a negative 
impact on the viability of rural areas and the agri-sector as a whole across the EU, 
as it undermines the competitiveness and productivity of the agri-sector. A possible 
effect would be the export of EU production to other countries with lower production 
standards, which would not, however, prevent bankruptcies in the agricultural 
sector.  

The potential implications for agriculture, including organic farming, of the Green 
Deal can be summarized as follows according to the Study Report "The Green Deal 
and the CAP: Policy Implications for Adapting Agricultural Practices and Conserving 
EU Natural Resources" developed by INRAE and AgroParisTech for the European 
Parliament: 

 current trends show that achieving the goals of the Green Deal will not be an 
easy task. Greenhouse gas emissions from agriculture in the EU declined until 
2010 and have remained stable since then. Significant changes in farming 
practices and systems are currently needed to achieve further substantial 
changes; 

 the loss of biodiversity is due to the increase in specialized and simplified 
agricultural systems and rural landscapes, using larger plots of land and the 
widespread use of chemicals; 

 soil erosion and the loss of nutrients through their movement to water and the 
atmosphere are reaching alarming levels. With the possible exclusion of 
phosphorus and antibiotics, past trends show that it will be extremely difficult 
to achieve the climate and environmental goals of the Green Deal without a 
significant impact on the common agricultural policy (note including on 
organic farming); 

 a large proportion of the European population does not meet the dietary 
recommendations in line with the Green Deal on nutrition and health and more 
ambitious policies are needed in this area. 

According to the researchers in the report, to achieve the goals of the Green Deal, 
3 sets of coordinated actions need to be implemented: 
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1) to reduce all current inefficiencies that lead to excessive use of water, 
fertilizers, pesticides, antibiotics. Innovation and incentives in this area 
would benefit both the environment and farm incomes.  

2) A set of technical and policy actions to favor the redesign of agricultural 
systems, to rely more on biological cycles and less on external chemicals. 

3) A set of actions aimed at changes in eating habits for health, climate and 
environmental reasons. The food industry and the retail industry must 
facilitate the shift towards emphasizing different eating habits. Public 
policies that raise consumer awareness of the impact of food choices on 
health, climate and the environment, as well as price modulation for 
consumers, are needed to encourage them to adopt healthier and plant-
based foods. 

Farm to Fork Strategy – in 2020, the EC adopts the Farm to Fork Strategy for a fair, 
healthy and sustainable food system, which underpins the European Green Deal. 
Food systems cannot be resilient in crises such as the Covid-19 pandemic if they are 
not resilient. Food systems need to be redesigned because today they account for 
almost a third of global greenhouse gas emissions, consume large amounts of natural 
resources, lead to biodiversity loss and negative health effects (due to under- and 
over-nutrition) and prevent fair economic returns and livelihoods for all actors, 
particularly primary producers. The strategy aims to accelerate the transition to a 
sustainable food system that must: 

 have a neutral or positive impact on the environment; 

 help mitigate climate change and adapt to its impacts; 

 prevent the loss of biodiversity; 

 ensure food security, nutrition and public health by ensuring that everyone 
has access to sufficient, safe, nutritious and sustainable food; 

 preserve food affordability while generating fairer economic returns, promote 
the competitiveness of the EU supply sector and promote fair trade. 

Biodiversity Strategy 2030 – in 2020, the EC adopts a comprehensive new 
Biodiversity Strategy which, together with the Farm to Fork Strategy, brings together 
nature, farmers, businesses and consumers to work together for a competitive 
sustainable future. The new biodiversity strategy addresses the main drivers of 
biodiversity loss, such as the unsustainable use of land and seas, overexploitation of 
natural resources, pollution and invasive alien species. Adopted at the height of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the strategy is a key element of the EU's recovery plan, which 
is needed to prevent future outbreaks and build resilience to them, and provides 
immediate opportunities for business and investment to rebuild the EU economy. It 
also aims to include biodiversity as an integral part of the EU's overall strategy for 
economic growth. The strategy proposes a set of binding targets for restoring 
damaged ecosystems and rivers, improving the status of protected habitats and 
species in the EU, returning pollinators to farmland, reducing pollution, greening 
cities, strengthening organic farming and other agricultural practices contributing 
for biodiversity, and improving the state of European forests. The strategy presents 
concrete steps to take towards restoring biodiversity in Europe by 2030, which also 
includes transforming at least 30% of Europe's land and seas into effectively managed 
protected areas and returning at least 10% of agricultural land to diverse features of 
the landscape. Actions envisaged to protect, sustainably use and restore nature will 
bring economic benefits to local communities and create sustainable jobs and 
growth. 
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As core parts of the European Green Deal, the 2030 Biodiversity Strategy and the 
Farm to Fork Strategy will also support economic recovery. In the context of the 
coronavirus crisis, they seek to strengthen societal resilience to future pandemics 
and threats – climate impacts, wildfires, food insecurity, disease spread, while 
supporting sustainable practices in agriculture, fisheries and aquaculture and 
engaging with the protection of wild flora and fauna.  

Action plan for the development of organic production - its general objective is 
to stimulate the production and consumption of organic products, to reach by 2030 
a share of organic agriculture in the amount of 25% of agricultural land, as well as a 
significant increase in organic aquaculture. Organic production provides a number of 
important benefits: the fields used for such production are characterized by about 
30% greater biodiversity, organically raised animals are in better condition and take 
fewer antibiotics, organic farmers, have higher incomes and are more adaptable, 
and consumers know exactly what they are getting thanks to the EU organic logo. 
The Action Plan is in line with the European Green Deal as well as the Farm to Fork 
Strategy and the Biodiversity Strategy. The Action Plan has been developed with the 
aim of providing the already rapidly growing organic sector with the right tools to 
reach the 25% target. It proposes 23 actions structured around 3 strands — 
stimulating consumption, increasing production and further improving the 
sustainability of the sector — to ensure balanced growth of the sector. The 
Commission encourages Member States to develop national organic action plans to 
increase their national share of organic farming. There are significant differences 
between Member States in terms of land currently used for organic farming, with the 
share ranging from 0.5% to over 25%. The national action plans in the field of organic 
production will complement the national CAP strategic plans, identifying measures 
that go beyond the scope of agriculture and the proposed CAP. 

Increase production - Currently, around 8.5% of the agricultural area in the EU is 
used for organic farming and trends indicate that at the current rate of growth this 
share in the EU will reach 15-18% by 2030. This action plan provides the toolkit to 
give the extra push and reach 25%. While the action plan's focus is largely on demand-
side 'pull effects', the Common Agricultural Policy will continue to be a key tool to 
support the transition. Currently, around 1.8% (€7.5 billion) of CAP funds are used to 
support organic farming. The future CAP will include eco-schemes backed by a 
budget of 38-58 billion for the period 2023-2027, depending on the outcome of the 
CAP negotiations. Ecoschemes can be used to stimulate organic farming. To raise 
awareness of organic production, the Commission will organize an annual 'Organic 
Production Day' in the EU and award prizes within the organic food chain to recognize 
excellence at each stage of the organic food chain. The Commission will also 
encourage the development of organic tourism networks through the formation of 
'biodistricts'. "Bioregions" are areas where farmers, citizens, tourism operators, 
associations and public authorities work together for the sustainable management 
of local resources based on the principles and practices of organic production. 

The action plan also notes that organic aquaculture remains a relatively new sector 
with significant growth potential. With the upcoming new EU guidelines on the 
sustainable development of aquaculture in the EU, Member States and stakeholders 
will be encouraged to support increasing organic production in the sector. 

Improving resilience - it aims to further improve the results of organic farming from 
the point of view of sustainability. To this end, actions will be aimed at improving 
animal welfare, ensuring the availability of organic seeds, reducing the carbon 
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footprint of the sector and minimizing the use of plastics, water and energy. The 
Commission also intends to increase the share of research and innovation and direct 
at least 30% of the budget for research and innovation actions in agriculture, forestry 
and rural areas to topics that are specific or relevant to the organic production 
sector. 

The effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on the economy, the agricultural sector 
and organic production – the shocks caused by COVID-19 are unique and cannot be 
compared to other crises in recent years, including the Great Recession of 2007 to 
2009. The high degree of uncertainty about the duration and intensity of the 
pandemic and the lack of ready-made prescriptions require a clear analysis of 
possible consequences and scenarios. The effects of COVID-19 are present from both 
the supply and demand side of the economy. All sectors of the economy are affected 
due to disrupted supplies of raw materials, reduction of entire productions, 
reduction of jobs, loss of markets. The spread of COVID-19 and the measures taken 
to limit it and deal with the health and deepening economic crisis worldwide lead to 
an increase in the challenges to agricultural production and the agri-food industry, 
including the production and processing of organic products. On the one hand, this 
creates a real danger of disrupting the production and processing of agricultural 
products, given the difficulties in the supply of the necessary means of production, 
as well as due to the deepening shortage of labor for the implementation of the main 
activities in the sector, caused by the implementation of the mandatory measures 
for safety introduced to overcome the coronavirus epidemic. On the other hand, the 
closure of the restaurant, hotel and tourist business (HORECA channel) largely 
reduces the consumption of basic food products - milk, cheese, meat, fruits, 
vegetables, etc. The delayed start of the summer tourist season, combined with the 
cancellation of holidays by foreign tour operators, are an additional prerequisite for 
shrinking the consumption of fresh and processed agricultural produce and making it 
difficult to sell. The production of products with high added value, labor-intensive 
and with a short shelf life, such as fruits and vegetables, meat, dairy products, fish 
and fish products, is particularly sensitive. The restrictive measures introduced 
throughout Europe related to the movement and crossing of borders led to a serious 
slowdown of the economy, as well as delays in the supply of goods and services of 
critical importance for agricultural production and processing. There are serious 
disruptions in the supply chains, both in terms of raw material security and in terms 
of the realization of the final products, both of the producers and of the processors. 

The emergency situation with the corona virus puts agricultural producers and 
processors of agricultural products in an increasingly difficult situation - delayed or 
impossible exports, difficult access to labor, changes in consumer attitudes. In 
practice, the development of the corona crisis disrupts the normal functioning of the 
entire food supply chain, which creates economic disruptions in the agricultural 
sector and leads to liquidity and economic problems for farmers and enterprises in 
the field of processing and marketing of agricultural products. 

The emergency situation at the EU level inevitably reflects on the Bulgarian 
agricultural producers and processors, including in the implementation of their 
investment intentions. According to the Rural Development Program 2014-2020, over 
200 annexes to subsidy contracts were concluded in 2020, which are mainly related 
to the impossibility of making the planned deliveries or execution of construction 
and assembly activities on time, as they depend from external counterparties in the 
EU. 
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Regarding the production and processing of organic products in Bulgaria the report 
"Food Foresight: Impact of COVID-19 on the food sector in Central and Eastern 
Europe. Country Report: Bulgaria", prepared by the Institute for Agricultural 
Strategies and Innovations is of interest to Bulgaria. It states that currently around 
58% of all land in Bulgaria is dedicated to agriculture. In addition to traditional 
agriculture, organic agriculture has significantly increased in Bulgaria, especially due 
to subsidies from the European Union, increased local purchasing power and growing 
consumer demand. However, the food industry sector still has low processing 
capacity and therefore 80% of organic products are for export. Therefore, despite 
the growth in organic agriculture, specialized stores in Bulgaria continue to rely 
mainly on imported packaged organic foods and beverages, which make up 60% of all 
organic products.  

Such are the opinions of the branch organizations in the sector - a large part of 
Bulgarian organic products is exported abroad, because there is no well-developed 
organic processing industry here, and abroad it is processed, and sometimes it is only 
packed in a new package and returned to Bulgaria, but it has already passed through 
two or three levels and at a much higher price. Compared to Western Europe, where 
the food industry is increasingly oriented towards the production and sale of organic 
products, in Bulgaria this sector is still not sufficiently developed. Countries such as 
Germany, Switzerland, Austria, Italy, Spain, in general the rich European countries, 
have for years taken the path of health and care for future generations and the 
environment, and in Bulgaria the organic food market is still extremely 
underdeveloped. It is less than 1 percent of what is offered in the entire market. 
The situation is the same with agricultural areas that are used for growing organic 
produce. And it is very far from developed countries, where this percentage ranges 
between 8 and 15 percent, and in Bulgaria it is below 2 percent. This is also the 
reason why there are more imported organic foods in most Bulgarian specialized 
stores for organic products.  

Despite these difficulties, the demand for organic products in Bulgaria is expected 
to grow, also influenced by the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic - demand for 
quality foods, ensuring a healthy lifestyle. Organic production in Bulgaria can be a 
very profitable business - Bulgaria has all the prerequisites to be one of the respected 
countries supplying Europe with organic products, since Europe is already surely and 
permanently oriented towards organic food. The first three years are extremely 
difficult for us, when producers switch from conventional to organic farming, when 
they start paying for certificates and complying with all requirements. Their yields 
inevitably fall at the beginning, and costs rise, which is why it is beneficial to use 
European funds to support producers during this period. Here the role of state 
support is extremely important. 

1.2. Collection of primary information on the subject 

To prepare the research, various sources of information were used, both national 
and at the EU level and international ones in the implementation of the activities 
3.1.1 - Research on bio production in Haskovo region and 4.1.1 - Common strategy 
for the development of bio production for Haskovo region from the present project.  

1.3. Determination of the research methodology 

1.3.1. Objective and tasks of the research 

The main objective of the present development is to research the problems and 
reveal the possibilities and perspectives for the development of products from 
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organic farming on the territory of Haskovo Region. In this regard, the main research 
tasks directly responsible for the general objective of the research are: 

1) To systematize the concept of organic production and organic products and 
to derive the basic concepts; 

2) To gather up-to-date information related to the agricultural sector, including 
the development of organic production and organic products and the effects of the 
COVID-19 pandemic; 

3) To bring out the advantages of Haskovo Region related to the agricultural 
sector;  

4) To research the attitudes of consumers on the territory of the Haskovo Region 
regarding organic products;  

5) To research the attitudes of farmers on the territory of Haskovo Region 
regarding current prospects and problems for the development of organic products 
in Haskovo Region;  

6) To present the opportunities, challenges and summarize the 
recommendations for the development of organic products in Haskovo Region.  

1.3.2. Research methodology 

For the preparation of the paper, research methods were used as data collection 
tools with a view to reaching conclusions through theoretical analysis. The methods 
used to prepare the research are fully aligned with the aim and objectives of the 
study as follows: 

 review and analysis of information sources and related documents; 

 analysis of already accumulated experience and established problems; 

 expert evaluation 

 questionnaire survey - incl. formulating questions and developing tables for 
entering and processing information. 

The research methodology (tools, methods and activities that are applied) to achieve 
the main goals and objectives of the research is based on the understanding that the 
results should contribute to achieving the goals of the research itself. Based on this, 
the conduct of the current sociological research is based on the review and 
evaluation of multiple sources of information, including official information on the 
trends in the development of organic products and organic agriculture on a global 
and European scale, on the available resources on the territory of Haskovo Region 
for the development of agriculture and organic farming, the production of organic 
products and the implementation of agro-ecological activities by agricultural 
producers and the identification of perspectives and the problems in the field.  

After carrying out an analytical review of the collected information within the 
framework of activities 3.1.1 and 4.1.1, we move on to an expert evaluation, 
summary and analysis of the collected information from the survey conducted to 
consumers of organic products and agricultural producers, in conclusion, trends, 
opportunities, problems and recommendations for the development of organic 
farming, production of organic products and implementation of agro-ecological 
activities by farmers are defined, development trends in the field are outlined. 

A representative survey was conducted among the adult population of Haskovo 
region, the purpose of which is to investigate the attitudes, opinions and perceptions 
of the population regarding the problems and prospects for the development of 
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organic products on the territory of the Haskovo region as consumers. The applied 
data collection tool is through a structured written questionnaire and analysis of its 
results.  

A representative survey was also conducted among farmers in Haskovo region in order 
to study the attitudes, opinions and perceptions regarding organic farming and the 
current perspectives and problems for the development of organic products. The 
applied data collection tool is through a structured written questionnaire and 
analysis of its results. 

The following approaches and methods have been defined for carrying out the 
assessment of conditions, needs and potential for gathering information and sources 
of information: 

 Analysis of the needs of the target groups - as input data for the analysis, we 
use the information from survey cards, supplementing it with administrative 
and statistical data. The use of analytical tools aims to outline the state of 
development of bioproducts on the territory of Haskovo Region. 

 Statistical - descriptive statistics, processing of the results obtained from the 
developed survey card, allowing the study of relationships and dependencies, 
the preparation of one-dimensional and two-dimensional distributions, the 
study of asymmetric information, etc.. 

 

2. UNDERSTANDING OF ORGANIC PRODUCTION AND ORGANIC 
PRODUCTS. BASIC CONCEPTS  

As already indicated, the relevance and significance of the research on the given 
topic lies in the potential of organic production as a multifunctional system to 
integrate economic and social issues with those concerning environmental 
protection, turning it into a suitable alternative for producers, processors and traders 
to find the best solution for the organization, management and development of their 
agricultural holding, manufacturing enterprise or commercial organization and find 
suitable markets for their products. 

The current development, which examines the problems and opportunities for the 
development of organic products in Haskovo Region in relation to the achievement 
of sustainable growth, was provoked by the progressive development of the sector 
on a global scale, the growing demand for organic products on a European and 
international scale - on the one hand, and on the other - from the favorable 
conditions for the development of organic production in Bulgaria and in particular in 
the target region, as well as from the opportunities it provides for the development 
of small and medium-sized businesses and the development of rural areas. 

Over the past few decades, we have witnessed drastic changes in the field of food 
production and processing worldwide. Centuries-established ways of production are 
giving way to modern forms of farming and processing that are proving much cheaper 
amid growing demand. It wasn't long before the first symptoms of unhealthiness in 
these technologies appeared. Currently, on a global scale, their challenge has 
already begun, as well as the reluctance of consumers to consume "technological" 
foods. There is a tendency to return to the proven past and the desire to consume 
foods produced and approaching traditional food products, without the use of 
technological improvements. This is how the terms “biological food”, “organic food”, 
“eco food”, “biological farming”, “organic farming”, “eco farming” arise, which 
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actually indicate what 100 years ago was simply “food” or “agriculture”. Today, 
these designations are increasingly popular around the world because consumers 
create an incentive by searching for them. In other words, we are talking about a 
concept with many names, the essence of which lies in the production methods. By 
its very nature, organic/eco production is a complete system of farm management 
and food production that aims at sustainable agriculture, high quality products and 
the use of processes that do not harm the environment, human, plant or animal 
health and humane attitude towards them. And in order to have organic/organic/eco 
food production, we must first have organic farming.   

In general, it can be said that organic farming takes its origin, existence and 
principles from nature itself, and the main rule in its practice is to be in harmony 
with it without damaging it. In reality, it is a new perception of the environment and 
a new attitude towards its protection, now and in the future. Organic farming 
combines best practices, high biodiversity, conservation of natural resources and 
high production standards based on natural substances and processes. Organic 
farming also provides for a niche market responding to specific consumer demand, 
while at the same time providing public goods in terms of environmental protection, 
animal welfare and rural development. 

A major difference between organic farming and conventional farming is that in 
organic farming soil fertility is improved by managing organic matter. Organic 
fertilizers are used (manure, composted plant, animal and household waste, 
residues, bacterial fertilizers, etc.). In addition to organic, the terms biological and 
ecological are also used for this production in individual literary sources. For about 
30 years, the term "organic agriculture" has been introduced at the international 
level through the basic standards for organic production formulated by the 
International Federation of Organic Agriculture (IFOAM). They are the basis for the 
development of standards used by the various organizations certifying this type of 
agricultural production in many countries. The term "organic farming" has become 
established in the English-speaking world as a method in which ecological principles 
of production are respected. In many other countries, due to the specificity of the 
national language, the term "ecological" agriculture is used (Germany, Sweden, 
Denmark, Norway), and consumers in these countries recognize organic production 
under this name. Other countries use the term " biological farming" (Switzerland, 
Austria, Italy, France). On the basis of these traditions, the European Commission 
includes the three terms (organic, ecological, biological), including abbreviations 
such as "bio" or "eco" in official European languages, in Council Regulation (EEC) No 
2092/91 of 24 June 1991 on organic production of agricultural products and 
indications referring thereto on agricultural products and foodstuffs. Subsequently, 
Regulation (EEC) No. 2092/91 was repealed by Council Regulation (EC) No 834/2007 
of 28 June 2007 on organic production and labelling of organic products and repealing 
Regulation (EEC) No 2092/91, in which again the applicable terms organic, 
ecological, biological for the different EU countries are specified. Currently Council 
Regulation (EC) No 834/2007 of 28 June 2007 is repealed by Regulation (EU) 2018/848 
of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May 2018 on organic production 
and labelling of organic products and repealing Council Regulation (EC) No 834/2007 
and according to Art. 30 Use of terms related to organic production, p.1 „a product 
shall be regarded as bearing terms referring to organic production where, in the 
labelling, advertising material or commercial documents, such a product, its 
ingredients or feed materials used for its production are described in terms 
suggesting to the purchaser that the product, ingredients or feed materials have 
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been produced in accordance with this Regulation. n particular, the terms listed in 
Annex IV and their derivatives and diminutives, such as ‘bio’ and ‘eco’, whether 
alone or in combination, may be used throughout the Union and in any language 
listed in that Annex for the labelling and advertising of products referred to in Article 
2(1) which comply with this Regulation.“. 

Pursuant to paragraph 1, item 1 of the Additional Provisions of the Law on the 
Implementation of the Common Organization of the Markets of Agricultural Products 
of the European Union “Organic production of agricultural products and foods” is 
production of agricultural products and food that meets the requirements of Council 
Regulation (EC) No 834/2007 (which is currently repealed by Regulation (EU) 
2018/848) and Regulation (EC) № 889/2008. In this sense:  

Organic production is a comprehensive agricultural and food production 
management system that combines best practices in environmental protection and 
climate action, high biodiversity, conservation of natural resources and application 
of high standards of animal welfare and high production standards, in line with the 
demand from an increasing number of consumers for products produced using natural 
substances and processes. In this way, organic production fulfills a dual social role, 
on the one hand, providing a specific market that meets the demand of consumers 
for organic products, and, on the other hand, providing publicly available goods that 
contribute to the protection of the environment and humane treatment of animals, 
as well as for the development of rural areas (Regulation (EU) 2018/848).  

Based on this formulation, organic production is a process in which end products 
are obtained from agricultural practices that are environmentally sound and socially 
acceptable, with the expectation that sustainable organic production is also 
economically efficient. Therefore, it is a production system with a future, the 
development of which must be encouraged by both government policy and society. 
The promotion of organic crop production, beekeeping and livestock will lead to a 
reduction in the use of mineral fertilizers, pesticides, a reduction in soil and water 
pollution and, in general, to agriculture in accordance with good environmental 
practices. This, in turn, will contribute to improved water management, including 
fertilizer and pesticide management.  

According to its definition, „organic“ means derived from or related to organic 
production, and the objectives of organic production are (Regulation (EU) 2018/848): 

 contribution to environmental and climate protection; 

 preservation of long-term soil fertility; 

 contribution to a high degree of biological diversity; 

 significant contribution to a non-toxic environment; 

 contribution to high standards of animal welfare, and in particular to meeting 
the specific behavioral needs of animals according to their species; 

 favoring short distribution chains and local production on the territory of the 
Union; 

 promoting the conservation of rare and local breeds threatened with 
extinction; 

 contribution to the development of the supply of plant genetic material 
adapted to the specific needs and objectives of organic farming; 

 contribution to a high degree of biological diversity, in particular by using 
diverse plant genetic material, for example organic heterogeneous material 
and organic varieties suitable for organic production; 
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 promotion of the development of activities for organic cultivation of plants in 
order to contribute to favorable economic prospects of the sector of organic 
production. 

The scope of organic production under Regulation (EU) 2018/848 includes the 
following products of agricultural origin, including aquaculture and beekeeping: 

 live or unprocessed agricultural products, including seeds and other plant 
reproductive material; 

 processed agricultural products intended for food; 

 fodder. 

Regulation (EU) 2018/848 sets out general principles for organic production and 
specific principles applicable to agricultural activities and aquaculture, organic food 
processing, organic feed processing. Chapter III of the Regulation provides for 
production rules - general and applicable to plant breeding, the marketing of plant 
reproductive material from biologically heterogeneous material, animal breeding, 
the production of processed food, the production of processed feed, the production 
of wine, the production of yeast used for food or feed, the exceptions, etc.  

The term specified in ANNEX IV of Regulation (EU) 2018/848 for Bulgaria is 
„биологичен“. Its equivalent in English is „organic“, and in Greek it is 
„βιολογικό“.  

For the purposes of the research and analysis, it is first necessary to present clear 
definitions of the concepts included in it, namely: 

Biological product (bioproduct) is a concept that means an agricultural product 
intended for consumption and produced in an organic way. Organic production 
excludes the use of any artificial additives and enhancers and genetically modified 
organisms. Unlike the so-called natural products, which are sufficient to be produced 
from natural raw materials, the requirements for organic products are much stricter: 
exclusion of any artificial enhancers and ingredients not only in the processing of the 
products, but also in the cultivation of the raw materials, special requirements for 
the environment of cultivation of the products, etc., defined in the relevant 
legislation (see below). In the report, organic products are divided into two main 
groups - food and non-food. 

Biological food a product of organic farming that has been grown and/or processed 
without the use of synthetic (technological) substances during cultivation such as 
synthetic fertilizers, pesticides, antibiotics, hormones, growth regulators, as well as 
food additives (preservatives, colorings, artificial sweeteners ) and processing aids. 
In biological food, the use of genetically modified organisms and their derivatives is 
prohibited. The production of the biological product is carried out according to the 
requirements of specific standards and is subject to the control of independent 
certification bodies.  

The requirements for the production of on-food organic products, are the same as 
for food. Such products may be produced by processing organically grown products, 
and this processing must also avoid the use of artificial enhancers (colors, 
preservatives and other chemical agents). Widely used such products are essential 
oils, biological cosmetic products, clothes from biologically produced materials, etc. 

Organic product is a term used mostly in the Anglo-Saxon world as the equivalent 
of a biological product. Although the correct concept, adopted in the Bulgarian 
legislation, is a biological product, in various publications in the press and on the 
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Internet, as well as in various commercial advertisements, some products are 
presented as organic and not as biological. Most often, cosmetic bioproducts are 
positioned in this way. 

Ecological product is a concept that is used in some EU countries as equivalent to 
organic product. In Bulgaria, it is correct to use only the term „биологичен“ product, 
and the use of the terms "ecological", "organic", "eco", including if they are written 
in the Latin alphabet, is a violation of the Law on the Implementation of General 
Organizations on the Markets of Agricultural Products of the European Union and 
should be sanctioned. 

Organic farming – it includes the production of agricultural products, their specific 
processing into organic foods and their sale on the market. Organic farming 
encompasses crop production and livestock production 

In crop production, organic farming excludes the use of mineral fertilizers, and 
instead the soil is supported by manure in certain quantities and components. 
Synthetic preparations are not used against diseases, pests, and weeds on plants, 
and alternative protection - resistant varieties are grown, the development of 
beneficial organisms is stimulated, and biological, agrotechnical and mechanical 
methods of weed control are applied.  

Some products, such as herbs and wild mushrooms, which are not cultivated in the 
true sense of the word, but collected in their natural state, are considered organic 
if they are collected from areas where there is no industrial pollution or chemical 
treatment, and are also processed biologically. Below in the text, the concept of 
wild-growing biological products is used for them. 

Organic livestock aims to use animals adapted to local conditions, bringing them 
closer to their natural lifestyle, without stress and in good health, sufficient space 
and good quality feed. 

The main goals of organic farming are: 

 production of high-quality food in satisfactory quantities; 

 work in harmony with nature, without violence against it; 

 supporting and strengthening the natural biological cycle in the agricultural 
system, which includes microorganisms, soil flora and fauna, plants and 
animals; 

 maintaining and increasing soil fertility for a long time; 

 striving for cleanliness of agricultural activity and avoiding pollution; 

 maintenance of the genetic diversity of agricultural systems and their 
surroundings, including care for plants and wild animals in the respective area; 

 consideration of the large social and ecological effect. 

According to the 2014 Action Plan for the Future of Organic Production in the EU, 
the definition of organic production is defined as an integrated system of agricultural 
management and food production that combines: 

 best practices regarding environmental protection; 

 high degree of biological diversity; 

 protection of natural resources and implementation of high standards for 
animal welfare; and 

 production methods tailored to the preferences of some consumers for 
products produced using natural substances and processes. 
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Organic farming, the production of organic products and the implementation of 
agro-ecological activities by farmers is being established as a global trend in 
agriculture that protects nature on the one hand and provides safe and healthy food 
for the population on the other. Organic agriculture is one of the branches in which 
the latest achievements of science are used and many innovations are introduced. 
This is the field in agriculture where the most IT-based start-ups are realized. 
Organic farming is often called the specialty of the future. 

The availability of quality land resources, climatic conditions, traditions in the 
development of the agrarian sector and good production experience in the crop and 
livestock subsectors are the factors that contribute to the development of organic 
production in Bulgaria. 

Determining the organic farming sector is the specific production method that 
maintains ecological balances and produces products covering the principles of the 
ecological cycles of plants - animals - soil. 

Detailed information on the regulation of organic farming within the EU is presented 
in “Research on perspectives and problems for the development of bio products in 
Haskovo”, developed in the framework of the project „EURO bio REGION MARITZA 
EVROS“ with acronym „EU 2 BIO“, Subsidy contract № B6.3a.02, funded by 
Cooperation Programme Interreg V-A “Greece-Bulgaria 2014-2020”. This document 
also provides information on: products covered by EU rules on organic farming; 
organic production rules; animal rules; food chain rules; permitted substances in 
organic production; rules on wines, aquaculture and hydroponics and an organic seed 
database. Information is also presented on the certification of organic farming. 

 

3. ADVANTAGES OF HASKOVO REGION FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE AND ORGANIC PRODUCTION  

In this section, a brief characterization of the Haskovo Region is made with a view 
to presenting the main territorial resources and deriving a brief socio-economic 
characteristic, which are related to the formation of the comparative advantages of 
the region for the development of agriculture and organic production.  

Territory 

Haskovo region is located in the southeastern part of the South Central Region. The 
administrative center of the district is in the city of Haskovo. It includes 261 
settlements (255 plots of land), organized into 11 municipalities: Haskovo, 
Dimitrovgrad, Harmanli, Simeonovgrad, Svilengrad, Madzharovo, Ivaylovgrad, 
Lyubimets, Mineralni Bani, Stambolovo and Topolovgrad with total area 5559,8 
km². The balance of the territory of the district by type of territory compared to the 
balance for the country and South Central Region is presented in the following table. 

Table 3.1: Balance of the territory of Haskovo Region as of 31.12.2011 by type of territory and 
municipalities 

(Decars) 

Statistical 
zones 
Statistical 
districts 
Regions 
Municipalities 

Total Territory by type 

agricultural forest settlements 
and other 
urbanized 
areas 

water 
courses 
and 
water 
areas 

for the 
extraction 
of 
minerals 

for transport 
and 
infrastructure 

Bulgaria 110371784 64234755 38283727 4952789 1975610 259054 665849 

Sout Central  22305963 10625498 10212886 840142 485985 11350 130102 
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Haskovo region 5559843 3366299 1800699 237839 119765 4053 31187 

Dimitrovgrad 
Municipality 

583198 432669 68668 59592 15607 2172 4489 

Ivaylovgrad 
Municipality 

814684 305658 486489 7754 11128 221 3434 

Lyubimets 
Municipality 

344269 207240 111058 11133 12549 191 2098 

Madzharovo 
Municipality 

247171 67895 162286 3977 12026 77 909 

Mineralni bani 
Municipality 

214672 113930 89021 7117 3828 80 696 

Svilengrad 
Municipality 

700316 528478 126767 22851 17638 117 4464 

Simeonovgrad 
Municipality 

222944 162477 43722 9886 5601 14 1245 

Stambolovo 
Municipality 

276697 142440 118966 9670 4060 1 1560 

Topolovgrad 
Municipality 

710766 441179 239049 20895 6550 812 2281 

Harmanli 
Municipality 

700324 462421 195430 28359 10734 0 3379 

Haskovo 
Municipality 

744803 501912 159243 56606 20043 368 6631 

           

The territory of Haskovo region is 5.04% of the total territory of Bulgaria and 24.93% 
of the territory of the South Central Region. Agricultural territory in the region 
has the largest share -  60,55 %, the agricultural territory on a national scale has 
a similar share – 58,20 %. Next in share is the forest area in the region – 32,39 %.  

The highest point in Haskovo Region is 856 m above sea level and is located in the 
Municipality of Topolovgrad - Vishegrad peak in the Sakar mountain. The main river 
in the region is the Maritsa River, the length of which on the territory of Haskovo 
district is 126 m. The average atmospheric pressure in 2019 is 988.3 hPa. The average 
air temperature in 2019 is 14.4°C, with the maximum measured temperature being 
36.0°C, measured on 07/03/2019, and the minimum being -10.5°C, measured on 
01/06/2019,  the relative humidity of the air is 66%. The annual amount of 
precipitation in 2019 in the region is 628 mm, and the maximum precipitation was 
on 02.06.2019 – 62 mm. 118 are the days in 2019 with precipitation above 0.1 mm, 
36 are the days with thunder, 41 - with fog, 19 - with snow cover, 59 - with cloudiness 
less than 2, and 100 - with cloudiness greater than from 8.  

Republican road network 

Table 3.2: Republic road network as of 31.12.2019 according to the type of pavement 

(Kilometers) 

Statistical zones 
Statistical districts 
Regions 

Total Paved roads Unpaved 
roads total asphalt pavement crushed 

stone 
Ballast 

Bulgaria 19879 19560 19377 42 118 23 319 

South Central 4075 3987 3954 11 22 - 88 

Haskovo 1144 1124 1122 2 - - 20 

 

Table 3.3: Republic road network as of 12/31/2019 according to road class 

(Kilometers) 

Statistical zones 
Statistical districts 
Regions 

Total Motorways First class Second class Third-class roads and 
road connections at 
intersections and 

junctions 
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Bulgaria 19879 790 2900 4019 12170 

South Central 4075 192 416 784 2683 

Haskovo 1144 91 155 151 747 

 

Table 3.4: Length of railway lines as of 31.12.2019.  

(Kilometers) 

Statistical zones 
Statistical districts 
Regions 

Length of railway lines 

total double 
railway lines 

electrified railway 
lines 

Bulgaria 4030 990 2870 

South Central 782 116 403 

Haskovo 206 - 61 

 

Population  

According to the 18th population and housing census conducted in the country in the 
period 07.09.2021 - 10.10.2021, the population of Haskovo Region is 211,565 
people. 3.2% is the population of the Haskovo Region of the country's population - 
6,519,789 people. 

According to the official data of NSI as of 31.12.2019, the population of Haskovo 
Region is 225,317 people. The following table presents the main indicators 
characterizing the demographic, social and economic development of Haskovo 
Region, including the population, for 2014 and 2019. 

Table 3.5: Main indicators characterizing the demographic, social and economic development of 
Haskovo Region  

Statistical 
zones 
Statistical 
districts 
Regions 

Population as of 
31.12 – number 

Population 
density per 1 
sq. km as of 

31.12 

Unemployme
nt rate - % 

GDP per capita 
at current 

prices - BGN 

Housing as of 
31.12 – number 

Realized 
overnight stays in 

the 
accommodation 

facilities – 
number 

Doctors and 
dentists as of 

31.12 - number 

2014 2019 2014 2019 2014 2019 2014 2019 2014 2019 2014 2019 2014 2019 

Bulgaria 7202198 6951482 65,3 63,0 11,4 4,2 11577 17170 392776
9 

3970719 2169839
1 

2715479
1 

35855 36988 

South 
Central 

1445836 1406630 64,8 63,1 12,0 3,0 7899 12034 712104 721675 2113542 2783540 7159 7514 

Haskovo 237664 225317 42,7 40,5 10,4 (0,4) 6412 9036 122552 123471 107381 158501 895 857 

 

From the presented data, it can be seen that the population growth of Haskovo 
Region as of 2019 was -3.48. Population density remains around 2014 levels, and 
unemployment is decreasing. It should be noted here that the unemployment rate 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic is expected to be significantly changed for 2020 and 
2021, with a high unemployment rate expected. 

Population density indicates the number of people per unit area. The table below 
presents the data on the population density of Haskovo Region by municipalities as 
of 31.12.2019. 

Table 3.6: Area, population density and settlements as of 31.12.2019 in Haskovo Region 

Regio  
Municipalities 

Area - sq. 
Km 

Population 
density per 1 

sq. Km 

Settlements 
– number 

Cities – 
number 

Villages – 
number 

Town halls - 
number 

Haskovo region 5559,8 40,5 261 10 251 175 

Dimitrovgrad 583,2 79,4 27 2 25 23 

Ivaylovgrad 814,7 6,9 51 1 50 16 
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Lyubimets 344,3 26,4 10 1 9 7 

Madzharovo 247,2 8,3 19 1 18 9 

Mineralni bani 214,7 29,8 12  - 12 11 

Svilengrad 700,3 30,4 24 1 23 15 

Simeonovgrad 222,9 39,7 9 1 8 7 

Stambolovo 276,7 21,4 26  - 26 24 

Topolovgrad 710,8 13,5 21 1 20 11 

Harmanli 700,3 35,4 25 1 24 18 

Haskovo 744,8 114,7 37 1 36 34 

 

Another indicator of the population of Haskovo Region is its distribution below, 
within and above working age by gender, shown in the table below. 

Table 3.7: Population under, within and above working age by gender as of 31.12.2019 in Haskovo 
Region 

(Number) 

Statistical 
zones 
Statistical 
districts 
Regions 
Municilaities 

Total  Below working age  Within working age  Above working age 

total men women total men women total men women total men women 

Bulgaria 6951482 3369646 3581836 1066554 548178 518376 4156198 2179809 1976389 1728730 641659 1087071 

South central  1406630 681854 724776 217211 111647 105564 838416 440600 397816 351003 129607 221396 

Haskovo 225317 109971 115346 34853 17774 17079 130561 69728 60833 59903 22469 37434 

Dimitrovgrad 46284 22314 23970 6412 3261 3151 25960 13971 11989 13912 5082 8830 

Ivaylovgrad 5600 2797 2803 700 351 349 3134 1740 1394 1766 706 1060 

Lyubimets 9085 4544 4541 1625 828 797 4997 2759 2238 2463 957 1506 

Madzharovo 2051 1049 1002 180 84 96 1241 724 517 630 241 389 

Mineralni bani 6400 3317 3083 773 406 367 3934 2224 1710 1693 687 1006 

Svilengrad 21295 10500 10795 3264 1664 1600 12661 6753 5908 5370 2083 3287 

Simeonovgrad 8840 4425 4415 2002 1011 991 4984 2721 2263 1854 693 1161 

Stambolovo 5916 2940 2976 888 433 455 3475 1902 1573 1553 605 948 

Topolovgrad 9600 4774 4826 1179 575 604 5065 2851 2214 3356 1348 2008 

Harmanli 24786 12537 12249 4248 2220 2028 14607 8013 6594 5931 2304 3627 

Haskovo 85460 40774 44686 13582 6941 6641 50503 26070 24433 21375 7763 13612 

 

The population within working age in Haskovo region represents 3.14% of the same 
for Bulgaria and 15.57% of that of the South Central Planning Region. The largest 
number of people within working age are concentrated in the regional center and 
larger municipalities - Dimitrovgrad, Harmanli and Svilengrad. 

The mechanical population growth in Haskovo region is negative and follows the 
trends at the national level, while at the same time it does not cover the trends for 
the South Central Planning Region, where the mechanical population growth is 
positive, and is presented in the table below: 

Table 3.8: Mechanical population growth by gender in 2019 in Haskovo Region 

(Number) 

Statistical zones 
Statistical districts 
Regions 
Municilaities 

Settled Moved out Mechanical growth 

total men women total men women total men women 

Bulgaria 166108 77595 88513 168120 79047 89073 -2012 -1452 -560 

South central 35924 16769 19155 30729 14343 16386 5195 2426 2769 

Haskovo 5942 2924 3018 6804 3304 3500 -862 -380 -482 
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Labor force, employment and unemployment 

The labor force, employment and unemployment in Haskovo region are presented in 
the following several tables.  

Table 3.9: Persons employed under employment or service legal relationship in 2019 by economic 
activities in Haskovo Region 

Economic activities Bulgaria South 
central 
region 

Haskovo 
region 

Total 2322561 401342 52870 

agriculture, forestry and fisheries 69726 13405 2895 

extractive industry 19137 3232 37 

processing industry 505119 133910 15354 

production and distribution of electric and heat energy and 
gaseous fuels 

29834 3836 641 

water supply; sewerage services, waste management and 
rehabilitation 

36955 6494 1415 

construction 135264 21048 2205 

trade; car and motorcycle repair 379575 58142 8947 

transport, warehousing and mail 149934 24123 3772 

hotels and restaurants 122458 19585 2412 

creation and distribution of information and creative products; 
telecommunications 

102249 5927 401 

financial and insurance activities 56872 3271 528 

real estate operations 23971 3060 236 

professional activities and research 82840 7566 660 

administrative and support activities 116941 12370 1283 

state government 112322 17594 2781 

education 162757 30923 4288 

human health care and social work 140448 25713 3123 

culture, sport and entertainment 36989 5875 1317 

other activities 39170 5268 575 

 

The largest share is of the employed in processing industry - a trend that is observed 
both at regional level (29.04%), at the district level (33.37%) and nationally (21.75%). 
Next in Haskovo region is the share of those employed in the activity "Trade; car and 
motorcycle repair " with 16.92%, activity "Education" with 8.11%, activity "Transport, 
warehousing and mail" with 7.13%, activity "Human health care and social work" with 
5.90%. Activity "Agriculture, forestry and fisheries" is in sixth place in terms of 
the share of employees with 5.48%. 

The distribution of the average annual salary of employed persons by labor and 
service legal relationship by economic activities for 2019 is shown in the following 
table: 

Table 3.10: average annual salary of employed persons by labor and service legal relationship by 
economic activities for 2019 in Haskovo region 

Economic activities Bulgaria South 
central 
region 

Haskovo 
region 

Total 15209 12190 10566 

agriculture, forestry and fisheries 11553 10009 9570 

extractive industry 20798 17692 6115 

processing industry 13512 12861 11228 

production and distribution of electric and heat energy and gaseous 
fuels 

24513 22171 18120 

water supply; sewerage services, waste management and 
rehabilitation 

12497 9985 8962 

construction 12236 10014 8102 

trade; car and motorcycle repair 13559 9540 8238 
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transport, warehousing and mail 13401 8939 8145 

hotels and restaurants 9075 7961 7275 

creation and distribution of information and creative products; 
telecommunications 

37016 29006 24522 

financial and insurance activities 25129 15095 12664 

real estate operations 14355 11493 11704 

professional activities and research 21764 12865 9186 

administrative and support activities 12052 8887 7640 

state government 17154 14001 13247 

education 15393 15227 14835 

human health care and social work 15347 15584 13035 

culture, sport and entertainment 13105 10847 9737 

other activities 10197 8801 7881 

 

In Haskovo Region, the highest is the average annual salary in the activity „Creation 
and distribution of information and creative products; telecommunications“, as is 
the trend at national and regional level followed by activity „Production and 
distribution of electric and heat energy and gaseous fuels“, „Education“, „State 
government“, „Human health care and social work“. Activity „Financial and 
insurance activities“ ranks 6th in terms of average annual salary in the region, while 
at the national level it ranks second. Activity „Agriculture, forestry and fisheries“ 
ranks 10th in terms of average annual salary in the region.  

The level of unemployment in Haskovo Region is presented in the following table.. 
It should be taken into account that the data presented are as of 31.12.2019 
according to the official statistics of the NSI, and that a higher level of 
unemployment is expected as of 31.12.2020 and as of 31.12.2021 due to the effects 
of the Pandemic of COVID-19. 

Table 3.11: Registered unemployed persons in the labor offices and unemployment rate as of 
31.12.2019 in Haskovo Region 

Statistical zones 
Statistical districts 
Region 
Municilaities 

Registered unemployed persons - number Unemployment 
rate - % total from them: 

aged up to 29 
years incl. 

with registration 
more than a year 

Bulgaria 194715 24467 44383 5,93 

South central 40214 5046 7767 6,27 

Haskovo region 6392 758 1126 6,12 

Dimitrovgrad 1065 137 102 4,81 

Ivaylovgrad 458 49 139 17,23 

Lyubimets 374 26 68 9,39 

Madzharovo 81 15 11 15,14 

Mineralni bani 147 10 8 6,62 

Svilengrad 683 80 65 6,33 

Simeonovgrad 497 104 243 17,11 

Stambolovo 199 17 41 8,79 

Topolovgrad 390 35 127 9,99 

Harmanli 827 101 282 8,63 

Haskovo 1671 184 40 3,84 

 

Gross domestic product and gross value added 

Gross domestic product (GDP) is a main indicator for economic development. The 
produced GDP in Haskovo Region for 2019 compared to that of the country and the 
South Central Region is presented in the following table. 
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Table 3.12: Gross domestic product for 2019 in Haskovo Region 

Statistical zones 
Statistical districts 
Region 

GDP – BGN million GDP per capita – 
BGN 

Total for Bulgaria 119772 17170 

South central 16949 12034 

Haskovo region 2049 9036 

 

According to the presented data the value of the GDP of Haskovo Region for 2019 
represents 12.09% of that of South Central Region and 1.71% of the national 
GDP. 

Gross value added (basic prices) is equal to gross output (basic prices) minus 
intermediate consumption (buyer prices). The gross added value by economic sectors 
in Haskovo Region for 2019, compared with that for the country and the South Central 
Region, is presented in the following table. 

Table 3.13: Gross added value by economic sectors for 2019 in Haskovo Region 

Statistical zones 
Statistical districts 
Region 

GVD - BGN 
million 

GVD per economic sectors - BGN million 

agrarian Industry services 

Total for Bulgaria 103383 3876 25893 73614 

South central 14629 805 5217 8608 

Haskovo region 1768 154 455 1159 

The highest in the regional gross added value is the share of the services sector 
65.55% and the industry sector 25.73%, and the share of the agrarian sector is 
8.71%. The share of services in the region repeats the national model, and it should 
be noted that it is slightly below the national average (71.21%). 

The industrial sector (25.73%) is around the average level for Bulgaria (25.05%). The 
share of the agrarian sector (8.71 %) is well above the average for the country (3.75 
%) and the South Central Region (5.50 %), for which this is a traditionally significant 
industry. 

Fixed tangible assets 

The costs for the acquisition of fixed tangible assets per economic activities in the 
region are presented in the following table. 

Table 3.14: Costs for acquisition of fixed tangible assets per economic activities in 2019 in 
Haskovo region 

(BGN, Thousands) 

Economic activities Bulgaria South 
central 
region 

Haskovo 
region 

Total 21873680 3772751 253566 

Agriculture, forestry and fisheries 1582299 221015 
 

54817 

Extractive, processing and other industries; water supply; sewerage 
services, waste management and rehabilitation 

6116290 1860356 
 

71666 

Construction 1655886 240275 20378 

Trade; car and motorcycle repair; transport, warehousing and mail; 
hotels and restaurants 

5204875 771260 64980 

Creation and distribution of information and creative products; 
telecommunications 

895163 34772  

Financial and insurance activities 413266 4730  

Real estate operations 2194808 286686 13509 

Professional activities and research; administrative and support 
activities 

1291163 109149 4058 

State government; education; human health care and social work 2213013 180447 13513 
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Other services 306917 64061 4831 

 

On the territory of Haskovo region, the share of costs for the acquired fixed tangible 
assets per activity is the highest for the activity „Extractive, processing and other 
industries; water supply; sewerage services, waste management and rehabilitation“ 
(28,26%), followed by „Trade; car and motorcycle repair; transport, warehousing and 
mail; hotels and restaurants“ (25,62%), and third ranks the share for acquired 
fized tangible assets for activity „Agriculture, forestry and fisheries“ (21,62%). 

Table 3.15: Acquired fixed tangible assets in 2019 by economic activities in Haskovo Region 

(BGN, Thousands) 

Economic activities Bulgaria South 
central 
region 

Haskovo 
region 

Total 23730943 3464879 267602 

Agriculture, forestry and fisheries 1519102 216034 61206 

Extractive, processing and other industries; water supply; 
sewerage services, waste management and rehabilitation 

5679952 1692295 88434 

Construction 1212523 189020 19617 

Trade; car and motorcycle repair; transport, warehousing and 
mail; hotels and restaurants 

5091832 784596 56522 

Creation and distribution of information and creative products; 
telecommunications 

842464 35103  

Financial and insurance activities 397201 4185 687 

Real estate operations 1893834 225485 10713 

Professional activities and research; administrative and support 
activities 

1209015 88618 4386 

State government; education; human health care and social work 5624033   

Other services 260987   

 

On the territory of the Haskovo region, the highest is the share of acquired fixed 
tangible assets for activity „Extractive, processing and other industries; water 
supply; sewerage services, waste management and rehabilitation“ (33,05%), which 
is also the trend at the national and district level - 23.93% for the country and 48.84% 
for the South Central Region respectively. The share of acquired fixed tangible 
assets for the activity „Agriculture, forestry and fisheries“ (22,87%) is on the 
second place in the region, and the share of acquired fixed tangible assets for 
activity “Trade; car and motorcycle repair; transport, warehousing and mail; hotels 
and restaurants” (21,12%) is on the 3rd place at national and district level. 

Table 3.16: Main economic indicators of non-financial enterprises in 2019 in Haskovo Region 

Statistical 
zones 
Statistical 
districts 
Region 

Enterprises - 
no. 

Employed 
persons - 

no. 

Net sales 
revenue – 

BGN, 
thousand  

Fixed tangible 
assets - BGN, 

thousand 

Profitability of 
sales - % 

Operating 
profitability - % 

Bulgaria 419681 2210488 311656934 137713692 6,9 106,8 

South central 73927 379409 40758823 19590954 7,2 107,1 

Haskovo 12080 48763 4245694 1592877 7,0 106,9 

 

Retail sales 

Table 3.17: Stores for retail sales as of 31.12.2019 in Haskovo Region 

Statistical zones 
Statistical districts 
Region 

Total Food, beverages and 
tobacco products 

Non-food 
commodities 
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България 122035 45455 76580 

Южен централен 24884 9895 14989 

Хасково 4263 1643 2620 

 

Accommodations and Hotels 

Table 3.18: Accommodations in 2019 in Haskovo Region 

Statistical 
zones 
Statistical 
districts 
Region 
Municipalities 

Accommodation 
places - no. 

Beds - no. Beds - 24 
hours - no. 

Rooms - 
no. 

Realized 
nights - no. 

Persons 
staying 

overnight 
- no. 

Income 
from 

overnight 
stays - BGN 

Bulgaria 3664 341506 69254061 148464 27154791 8187634 1521865800 

Sout central 716 32380 9684834 15773 2783540 1266505 133134803 

Haskovo 
region 

36 1613 555937 917 158501 78029 7226201 

Dimitrovgrad 3 102 36610 70 18111 4236 497425 

Ivaylovgrad 3 71 25384 30 5737 3424 108630 

Lyubimets 2 59 21535 35 .. .. .. 

Madzharovo 1 49 16415 25 .. .. .. 

Mineralni bani 7 371 123566 177 35184 11512 1159355 

Svilengrad 6 382 135614 240 44824 28703 3048555 

Simeonovgrad - - - - - - - 

Stambolovo 1 52 12740 18 .. .. .. 

Topolovgrad 1 40 8560 20 .. .. .. 

Harmanli 3 138 48128 70 12809 7169 377384 

Haskovo 9 349 127385 232 38984 20657 1938929 

 

Table 3.19: Hotels in 2019 in Haskovo Region 

Statistical 
zones 
Statistical 
districts 
Region 
Municipalities 

Hotels - 
no. 

Beds - 
no. 

Beds - 24 
hours - no. 

Rooms - 
no. 

Realized 
nights - no. 

Persons 
staying 

overnight - 
no. 

Income from 
overnight stays - 

BGN 

Bulgaria 2166 288027 59241019 127052 24922811 7475390 1465566965 

Sout central 397 24265 7479274 12444 2463980 1118648 125103397 

Haskovo 
region 

35 1579 554883 907 158448 78009 7225564 

Dimitrovgrad 3 102 36610 70 18111 4236 497425 

Ivaylovgrad 3 71 25384 30 5737 3424 108630 

Lyubimets 2 59 21535 35 .. .. .. 

Madzharovo 1 49 16415 25 .. .. .. 

Mineralni bani 6 337 122512 167 35131 11492 1158718 

Svilengrad 6 382 135614 240 44824 28703 3048555 

Simeonovgrad - - - - - - - 

Stambolovo 1 52 12740 18 .. .. .. 

Topolovgrad 1 40 8560 20 .. .. .. 

Harmanli 3 138 48128 70 12809 7169 377384 

Haskovo 9 349 127385 232 38984 20657 1938929 
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Waste 

There are 2 municipal waste landfills on the territory of Haskovo region. The share 
of the population served by organized waste collection systems is 100%. The 
collected household waste from the served settlements in 2018 was 72,105 tons. 314 
kg is the collected household waste per person of the population served in 2018.  

Water supply, sewage and treatment plants 

The percentage of the population connected to public water supply on the territory 
of Haskovo Region is 99.5, compared to the national average of 99.4. The percentage 
of the population on the water supply regime is 3.7, compared to the national 
average of 6.0 and the South Central Region average of 1.4. The population 
connected to public sewerage on the territory of Haskovo region is 72.6%, compared 
to 76.4% for the country and 74.4 for the South Central Region. The population 
connected to wastewater treatment plants on the territory of Haskovo Region is 
53.5%, incl. at least secondary treatment, with a national average of 64.6% and an 
average for the South Central region of 55.7%. The population connected to public 
sewage without purification in the territory of Haskovo Region is 19.1%, compared to 
the national average of 11.8% and the South Central Region average of 18.7%. 

Agriculture 

On the territory of Haskovo region, the soils and agro-climatic conditions are 
favorable for the development of agriculture, which is why it is one of the traditional 
branches of the district. As such, agriculture creates employment for a large part of 
the population. The municipalities in the region for which agriculture is the dominant 
branch are Stambolovo, Lyubimets, Simeonovgrad and Topolovgrad. 

There are extremely favorable soil and climatic conditions for the development of 
crop production in the region. A variety of agricultural crops are grown, including 
wheat, barley, corn. Of the technical crops, the most widely grown are sunflower, 
cotton and tobacco. There are extremely favorable conditions for the cultivation of 
arrays of perennial crops in Haskovo region - strawberries, raspberries, sour cherries, 
cherries, apricots, peaches and others. The region has potential for the development 
of the viticulture sector. Traditionally, vineyards are grown here, the most famous 
of which are the good varieties "Merlot", "Cabernet Sauvignon", "Pamid" and "Bolgar". 
The several wine centers on the territory of the district attract supporters of the so-
called "wine tourism".  

The livestock breeding sub-sector is developed exclusively in the private sector. 
Cows, sheep, goats and pigs are mainly raised. In recent years, there has been a 
significant increase in farms for breeding ducks, etc. 

Crop production 

As indicated in Table 3.1 above, the agricultural land on the territory of Haskovo 
Region is 3,366,299 decares, and the forest land – 1,800,699 decares. 

The main area indicators for the district for 2019 are presented in the next few tables 
based on data from the Ministry of Agriculture, Agrostatistics Department: 

Table 3.20: Agricultural area by type for 2019 in Haskovo Region 

(Hectares) 

Total Arable land Perennials Permanently grassed areas and 
meadows – orchards 

Other categories of land 

234820 137590 12536 75929 8765 
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Обработваемата земя в Област Хасково представлява близо 60% от общите площи 
със селскостопанско предназначение. 

Table 3.21: Agricultural area for 2019 by crop groups in Haskovo Region 

(Hectares) 

Cereal crops (incl. for fodder) 60234 

Oil crops 45659 

Technical § industrial crops 4892 

Vegetables and flowers 9071 

Meadows and annual forages (no corn) 9376 

Fallows 8357 

Arable land 137589 

Family gardens 102 

Permanently grassed areas and meadows - orchards 75929 

Perennials 12536 

Agricultural area used 226157 

Аrea with agricultural purpose 234820 

 

Of the arable land, the largest share in the region is the area with cereals (including 
for fodder) - 43.78%. Of the total used agricultural area, the largest share in the 
region is for permanently grassed areas and meadows - orchards - 33.57%. The 
distribution in 2020 is similar, shown in the following table. 

Table 3.22: Area with agricultural purpose for 2020 by groups of crops in Haskovo Region 

(Hectares) 

Cereal crops (incl. for fodder) 61 038 

Oil crops 47 179 

Technical § industrial crops 4 484 

Vegetables and flowers 6 216 

Meadows and annual forages (no corn) 10 394 

Fallows 8 254 

Arable land 137 564 

Family gardens 102 

Permanently grassed areas and meadows - orchards 77 138 

Perennials 13 145 

Agricultural area used 227 949 

Аrea with agricultural purpose 236 611 

 

The distribution of the area for agricultural land by municipalities is presented in the 
following table 3.23: 

Municipality Number 
land 
plots  

Area of agricultural 
land (decares) 

Arable lands 
(decares) 

Requested areas in the 
Integrated 

Administration and 
Control System (IACS) 

(decares) 

Dimitrovgrad 27 399701 350564 285328 

Ivaylovgrad 50 278 309 129 790 71805,1 

Lyubimets 10 182338 159179 106511,2 

Madzharovo 19 68 019 38 623 29411,8 

Mineralni bani 11 169110 53792 48525,4 

Svilengrad 24 444 037 329 302 255005,1 

Simeonovgrad 9 139015 75763 40935,6 

Stambolovo 24 181 367 140 634 42871,5 

Topolovgrad 21 410645 327050 159470,8 

Harmanli 24 401139 326887 288440,2 

Haskovo 36 450 514 346 694 475488,4 

Total 255 3124194 2278278 1803793,1 
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Livestock breeding 

Animals registered on the territory of Haskovo Region by species in the 2020/21 
economic year are public in the Open Data Portal 
(https://data.egov.bg/data/resourceView/c090c897-3cb3-4b0b-a493-
753a4a4279c4) and are presented in the following table. It can be seen from the 
presented data that during the economic year 2020/21, the number of bred birds on 
the territory of the Haskovo region is the largest – 1111936 units (3,74% of the number 
of bred birds in the country), of which the largest number is the number of bred 
ducks -  637355 units (26,74% of the number of ducks bred in the country), broilers – 
356235 units (1,89% of the number of bred broilers in the country), laying hens – 
114872 units (1,56% from the number of bred laying hens in the country). Next is the 
number of farmed fish or stocking material – 232000 units (4,15% from the number 
of farmed fish or stocking material in the country); sheep – 70004 units (7,09% from 
the number of sheep bred in the country); cattle and buffaloes – 44507 units (8,33% 
of the number of cattle and buffaloes bred in the country), of which the number of 
beef cows is the largest – 16558 units (11,61% from the number of bred beef cows in 
the country) and dairy cows – 12252 units (6,35% from the number of dairy cows bred 
in the country); Bee families – 25178 units (3,57% from the number of bee families 
in the country); goats – 14847 units (9,49% of the number of goats bred in the 
country). 

Table 3.24: Animals registered on the territory of Haskovo Region by species in the 2020/21 
economic year 

Animals by species Haskovo region 
(units) 

Country total 
(units) 

Cattle and buffaloes 44507 534119 

Calves and young buffalos up to 1 year. 6917 93557 

Calves and young buffalos over 1 year and under 2 
years for fattening 

4043 40503 

Calves and young buffalos over 1 year for breeding 
and pregnant heifers 

1596 32165 

Dairy cows 12252 192921 

Beef cows 16558 142583 

Buffaloes 1472 14652 

Pregnant young buffalos - 104 

Sheep - total 70004 987488 

Sheep - dairy 59441 797600 

Sheep for meat production 4806 103579 

Sheep - others 742 19818 

Goats - total 14847 156443 

Goats - mothers 14078 143994 

Goats - others 816 12488 

Pigs - total 589 552975 

Pigs - mothers 351 61262 

Piglets under 45 days - 81197 

Pigs - others 238 410503 

Birds - total 1111936 29716611 

Laying hens 114872 7345501 

Broilers 356235 18807258 

Turkeys 1105 36435 

Geese - 285 

Ducks 637355 2383142 

Quails 2760 124936 

Ostriches - 144 

Birds - others 4 984881 

Rabbits - total 650 19489 

Зайкини – майки 571 14237 

Horses 191 15375 

Bee families 25178 706154 

https://data.egov.bg/data/resourceView/c090c897-3cb3-4b0b-a493-753a4a4279c4
https://data.egov.bg/data/resourceView/c090c897-3cb3-4b0b-a493-753a4a4279c4
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Fish or stocking material 232000 5589154 

Silkworm cocoons – boxes with silkworm seeds - 50 

California worms 2490 57969 

Others - 2518065 

 

Table 3.25: Industrial production of red meat for 2019 in Haskovo Region 

(Tons) 

Total 
2582 

 

Table 3.26: Collected and processed milk for 2019 in Haskovo Region 

(Thousands of liters) 

Total Cow 
milk 

Sheep 
milk 

Goat 
milk 

Others 

33235 31363 855   

 

Table 3.27: Production of basic dairy products in 2019 in Haskovo Region 

Fresh milk - 
thousands 
of liters 

Yoghurt - 
tons 

Milk fat – 
tons 

White brine 
cheese – tons 

Yellow 
cheese - 

tons 
1307 14584  5753 4384 

 

Agricultural producers 

Farmers registered on the territory of Haskovo Region during the 2020/21 economic 
year are public in the Open Data Portal 
(https://data.egov.bg/data/resourceView/38fe61dc-1039-4993-b0dd-
1189b036c300) and are presented in the following table. It can be seen from the 
presented data that the share of registered farmers on the territory of Haskovo 
Region is 6.43% of the total number of registered farmers on the territory of the 
country and 22.95% of the total number of registered farmers on the territory of 
South Central region. It is important to note that according to this indicator Haskovo 
Region ranks second in the country after Plovdiv Region (7419 farmers).  

Farmers registered on the territory of Haskovo Region in the economic year 2020/21 
are 4948 or 22.95% of the total number of farmers in the South Central Region and 
6.43% of the total number of farmers in the country. Compared to the 2019/20 
economic year, the number of farmers in the district decreased by 7.81%, with the 
2018/19 economic year, the number of farmers in the district decreased by 9.25%, 
and with the 2017/18 economic year, it decreased with 3.49%. This trend of 
decreasing the number of farmers is observed both at the regional and national level, 
while during the mentioned years Haskovo region maintains its share of farmers in 
the country and South Central region. The reasons for this are related to the 
consolidation of agriculture, at the expense of small farms. This trend started as 
early as 2007, when the total number of farmers in the country was 493,133, and 
decreased by nearly 60% in 2016, when the number of farmers in the country was 
201,014. Since then, this trend continues, albeit at a slower pace.  

Table 3.28: Registered farmers on the territory of Haskovo Region in the economic year 2020/21, 
the economic year 2019/20, the economic year 2018/19 and the economic year 2017/18 

Statistical zone 
Statistical district 
Region 

Number of 
farmers 
2020/21 

Number of 
farmers  
2019/20 

Number of 
farmers 
2018/19 

Number of 
farmers 
2017/18 

България 76965 80905 88161 93 023 

Южен централен 21559 23487 27677 29096 

https://data.egov.bg/data/resourceView/38fe61dc-1039-4993-b0dd-1189b036c300
https://data.egov.bg/data/resourceView/38fe61dc-1039-4993-b0dd-1189b036c300
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Област Хасково 4948 5367 5914 6 128 

 

According to the Report of the Regional Directorate "Agriculture" Haskovo, the 
distribution of registered and re-registered farmers, according to the requirements 
of Ordinance No. 3 of 29.01.1999, depending on the size of cultivated areas, is shown 
in the following table. From the data presented, it is clear that the farmers with 
smaller areas are decreasing, the most are those with a total area of 1 to 10 ha. 

Economic 
year 

Number of 
registered 

farmers with a 
total area of less 

than 0.1 ha 

Number of 
registered 

farmers with a 
total area from 

0,1 to 1 ha 

Number of 
registered 

farmers with a 
total area from 1 

to 10 ha 

Number of 
registered 

farmers with a 
total area from  

10 to 50 ha 

Number of 
registered 

farmers with a 
total area of 
over 50 ha 

2016/2017 246 726 2 006 920 577 

2017/2018 249 656 1 889 1 040 612 

2018/2019 243 512 1797 1 193 662 

2019/2020 235 561 1 659 1 219 675 

2020/2021 196 589 1 581 1 218 715 

 

Irrigation Associations 

There are 5 irrigation associations registered on the territory of Haskovo Region in 
the 2020/21 economic year. They are public on the Open Data Portal 
(https://data.egov.bg/organisation/datasets/resourceView/de1936c1-268a-45c7-
9502-120965463542) and are presented in the following table. 

Table 3.29: Registered irrigation associations (IA) on the territory of Haskovo Region in the 
economic year 2020/21 

Reg. 
No 

Date of 
entry 

Name of IA Location of IA Territory of 
the association 

(decares) 

Deletion 
decision 

date 
00094 03.06.2020 "Gerena-2001" Haskovo region, Haskovo 

municipality, Voivodovo village, 
Haskovo area 

1910 - 

00093
  

03.06.2020 "Golyamo Asenovo-
2007" 

Haskovo region, Dimitrovgrad 
Municipality, Golyamo Asenovo 

village, Dimitrovgrad area 

1500 - 

00092 03.06.2020 "Марица" Haskovo region, Dimitrovgrad 
Municipality, Radievo village, 

Dimitrovgrad area  

4000 - 

00091 03.06.2020 "Здравец" Haskovo region, Dimitrovgrad 
Municipality, Zdravets village, 

Dimitrovgrad area  

2335 - 

00090 03.06.2020 "Воден" Haskovo region, Dimitrovgrad 
Municipality, с. Воден, Dimitrovgrad 

area  

428.4 - 

 

Producers of protected geographical indications and foods with a traditionally 
specific character 

There are 2 producers of protected geographical indications and foods of a 
traditionally specific nature registered on the territory of the Haskovo Region. They 
are public on the Open Data Portal 
(https://data.egov.bg/organisation/datasets/resourceView/de1936c1-268a-45c7-
9502-120965463542) and are presented in the following table. 

Table 3.30: Registered producers of protected geographical indications and foods with a 
traditionally specific character on the territory of Haskovo Region in the 2020/21 economic year 

Type of 
product 

Product Date of 
order of 

the 
Minister of 
Agriculture 

Number of 
order of 

the 
Minister of 
Agriculture 

Headquarters and 
address of 

management 

Manufacturer's 
UIC of a legal 

entity 

Manufacturer's 
name 

https://data.egov.bg/organisation/datasets/resourceView/de1936c1-268a-45c7-9502-120965463542
https://data.egov.bg/organisation/datasets/resourceView/de1936c1-268a-45c7-9502-120965463542
https://data.egov.bg/organisation/datasets/resourceView/de1936c1-268a-45c7-9502-120965463542
https://data.egov.bg/organisation/datasets/resourceView/de1936c1-268a-45c7-9502-120965463542
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Food with a 
traditional 

specific 
character 

(FTSC) 

Lukanka 
Panagyurska 

19.02.2013 РД 09-122 Haskovo region, 
Dimitrovgrad 

Municipality, town of 
Dimitrovgrad, 

Dimitrovgrad area, 3 
Sava Dobroplodni Street 

126547967 LOTOS LTD. 

Food with a 
traditional 

specific 
character 

(FTSC) 

File Elena 11.07.2012 РД 09-1010 обл. Хасково, общ. 
Haskovo region, 

Dimitrovgrad 
Municipality, town of 

Dimitrovgrad, 
Dimitrovgrad area, 13 

Karl Marks Street, ap. 13 

200658858 ZHIKA FOODS LTD 

Food with a 
traditional 

specific 
character 

(FTSC) 

Pasturma 
govezhda 

22.08.2014 РД 09-547 обл. Хасково, общ. 
Haskovo region, 

Dimitrovgrad 
Municipality, town of 

Dimitrovgrad, 
Dimitrovgrad area, 13 

Karl Marks Street, ap. 13 

200658858 ZHIKA FOODS LTD 

Food with a 
traditional 

specific 
character 

(FTSC) 

Lukanka 
Panagyurska 

19.02.2013 РД 09-122 обл. Хасково, общ. 
Haskovo region, 

Dimitrovgrad 
Municipality, town of 

Dimitrovgrad, 
Dimitrovgrad area, 13 

Karl Marks Street, ap. 13 

200658858 ZHIKA FOODS LTD 

Food with a 
traditional 

specific 
character 

(FTSC) 

Role 
Trapezitsa 

11.07.2012 РД 09-1008 обл. Хасково, общ. 
Haskovo region, 

Dimitrovgrad 
Municipality, town of 

Dimitrovgrad, 
Dimitrovgrad area, 13 

Karl Marks Street, ap. 13 

200658858 ZHIKA FOODS LTD 

Food with a 
traditional 

specific 
character 

(FTSC) 

Kaiserovan 
vrat Trakiya
  

11.07.2012 РД 09-1006 обл. Хасково, общ. 
Haskovo region, 

Dimitrovgrad 
Municipality, town of 

Dimitrovgrad, 
Dimitrovgrad area, 13 

Karl Marks Street, ap. 13 

200658858 ZHIKA FOODS LTD 

Food with a 
traditional 

specific 
character 

(FTSC) 

Kaiserovan 
vrat Trakiya 

11.07.2012 РД 09-1006 Haskovo region, 
Dimitrovgrad 

Municipality, town of 
Dimitrovgrad, 

Dimitrovgrad area, 3 
Sava Dobroplodni Street 

126547967 LOTOS LTD. 

Food with a 
traditional 

specific 
character 

(FTSC) 

Kaiserovan 
vrat Trakiya 

11.07.2012 РД 09-1006 Haskovo region, 
Dimitrovgrad 

Municipality, town of 
Dimitrovgrad, 

Dimitrovgrad area, 3 
Sava Dobroplodni Street 

126547967 LOTOS LTD. 

Food with a 
traditional 

specific 
character 

(FTSC) 

Pasturma 
govezhda 

22.08.2014 РД 09-547 Haskovo region, 
Dimitrovgrad 

Municipality, town of 
Dimitrovgrad, 

Dimitrovgrad area, 3 
Sava Dobroplodni Street 

126547967 LOTOS LTD. 

Food with a 
traditional 

specific 
character 

(FTSC) 

File Elena 11.07.2012 РД 09-1010 Haskovo region, 
Dimitrovgrad 

Municipality, town of 
Dimitrovgrad, 

Dimitrovgrad area, 3 
Sava Dobroplodni Street 

126547967 LOTOS LTD. 

Food with a 
traditional 

specific 
character 

(FTSC) 

Role 
Trapezitsa  

30.09.2015 РД 09-663 Haskovo region, 
Dimitrovgrad 

Municipality, town of 
Dimitrovgrad, 

Dimitrovgrad area, 3 
Sava Dobroplodni Street 

126547967 LOTOS LTD. 

 

According to the presented data on the registered recognized organizations of milk 
producers, associations of organizations of producers, interbranch 
organizations for milk and milk products in the Republic of Bulgaria, there are no 
such organizations on the territory of Haskovo Region. The data is public on the Open 
Data Portal (https://data.egov.bg/organisation/datasets/resourceView/da2a4023-
acda-4a50-a417-4eec295d92e6). 

https://data.egov.bg/organisation/datasets/resourceView/da2a4023-acda-4a50-a417-4eec295d92e6
https://data.egov.bg/organisation/datasets/resourceView/da2a4023-acda-4a50-a417-4eec295d92e6


This document is developed on the project „EURO bio REGION MARITZA EVROS (acronym: EU 2 BIO)”, funded by Cooperation Programme Interreg V-A “Greece-Bulgaria 2014-2020”, Subsidy contract № 
В6.3a.02/13.01.2021. The Project is co-funded  by  the  European Regional  Development  Fund  (ERDF)  and  by  national  funds  of  the  countries participating  in  the Cooperation Programme 

Interreg V-A “Greece-Bulgaria 2014-2020” . The  contents  of  the document are sole responsibility of the Association “Business Center-Maritza” and  can  in  no  way  be  taken  to  reflect  the  views  
of  the  European  Union,  the  participating countries the Managing Authority and the Joint Secretariat. 

According to the data presented here are no registered persons in the Haskovo 
Region who carry out compliance control of organic production. The data is public 
on the Open Data Portal 
(https://data.egov.bg/organisation/datasets/resourceView/ee1a7f2e-94b5-4d96-
a7d9-b78ed0246d0e). 

There are 88 grain storage facilities, on the territory of Haskovo Region, of which 
69 are active (with a total storage capacity of 277,335 tons of grain), 19 are inactive.  

Table 3.31: Grain storage facilities on the territory of Haskovo Region 

Reg. No of 
grain 
storage 
facility 

The three names and/or 
company of the person 

using the facility 

Location of grain 
storage facility 

Region Total site 
capacity 
(tons) 

Status 

83 ЕТ " Шан Шабан Рафет " гр. 
Хасково 

Krushevo village Plovdiv 1070 Active 

111 "HRANKO INVEST" Ltd., town of 
Svilengrad 

Town of Svilengrad Haskovo 0 Inactive 

112 "HRANKO INVEST" Ltd., town of 
Svilengrad 

Town of Svilengrad Haskovo 0 Inactive 

113 "HRANKO INVEST" Ltd., town of 
Svilengrad 

Town of Lyubimets - mill Haskovo 0 Inactive 

114 "HRANKO INVEST" Ltd., town of 
Svilengrad 

Town of Lyubimets - mill Haskovo 0 Inactive 

115 "HOLDING SAKARCI" SA, town of 
Svilengrad  

Town of Svilengrad Haskovo 0 Inactive 

115-1 " VESTAN TRADE" Ltd., town of 
Svilengrad  

Town of Svilengrad Haskovo 0 Inactive 

115-2 "HOLDING SAKARCI" SA, town of 
Svilengrad 

Town of Svilengrad Haskovo 2000 Active 

116 Agricultural cooperative for 
production and services 
"Zemya", Konush village 

Konush village Haskovo 1200 Active 

117 "Zlatna Trakiya" SA, town of 
Kurdzhali 

Town of Haskovo - feed 
plant 

Haskovo 0 Inactive 

239 "Bratya Pilevi" Ltd., Konush 
village 

Konush village Haskovo 26000 Active 

631 AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION 
COOPERATION " Suhlasie", 

Knyazhevo village 

Knyazhevo village Haskovo 1000 Active 

693 "GOLD OYL" Ltd., town of 
Harmanli 

Town of Harmanli Haskovo 10000 Active 

694 "Zlatno zurno" Ltd., town of 
Topolovgrad 

Town of Topolovgrad Haskovo 3000 Active 

695 "BORENI" Ltd., town of Haskovo Town of Haskovo Haskovo 500 Active 

1173 "AGROSFERA" Ltd., town of 
Kurdzhali 

Town of Harmanli Haskovo 6500 Active 

1342 "Neval Yusey" Sole trader, 
Voyvodovo village 

Voyvodovo village Haskovo 1250 Active 

1805 "Apostolov – Todor Apostolov" 
Sole trader, town of Svilengrad 

Town of Svilengrad Haskovo 0 Inactive 

1805-1 "Agro Dimar" EOOD, town of 
Svilengrad  

Town of Svilengrad Haskovo 400 Active 

1813 "Agromel Commerce" EOOD, 
town of Dimitrovgrad 

Krum village Haskovo 0 Inactive 

1929 "Nikadon" Ltd., town of Haskovo Town of Haskovo Haskovo 300 Active 

1930 "Trakiya 2006" EOOD, town of 
Plovdiv 

Town of Harmanli Haskovo 0 Inactive 

1930-1 "Ultramex" EOOD, town of 
Plovdiv 

Town of Harmanli Haskovo 7000 Active 

1931 "Trakiya 2006" EOOD, town of 
Plovdiv 

Town of Haskovo - feed 
plant 

Haskovo 0 Inactive 

1931-1 "Ultramex" EOOD, town of 
Plovdiv 

Town of Haskovo - feed 
plant 

Haskovo 0 Inactive 

1931-2 "Ultramex" EOOD, town of 
Plovdiv 

Town of Haskovo - feed 
plant 

Haskovo 14000 Active 

1936 "Orest" Ltd., town of Svilengrad Town of Svilengrad Haskovo 3382 Active 

1936-1 " July Oil Group" EOOD, town of 
Plovdiv 

Town of Svilengrad Haskovo 618 Active 

1937 "Menders - Bernan Mustafa" Sole 
trader, Shiroka polyana village 

Kozlets village Haskovo 200 Active 

1950 Agricultural cooperative for 
production and services "Zora", 

town of Haskovo  

Town of Haskovo Haskovo 500 Active 

1952 "Agromix" EOOD, town of 
Simeonovgrad 

Town of Simeonovgrad Haskovo 0 Inactive 

2007 "Dimitar Pilev" Ltd., Konush 
village 

Konush village Haskovo 860 Active 

https://data.egov.bg/organisation/datasets/resourceView/ee1a7f2e-94b5-4d96-a7d9-b78ed0246d0e
https://data.egov.bg/organisation/datasets/resourceView/ee1a7f2e-94b5-4d96-a7d9-b78ed0246d0e
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2110 "Hlebna promishlenost" SA, town 
of Harmanli 

Town of Lyubimets Haskovo 0 Inactive 

2110-1 "Hlebna promishlenost" SA, town 
of Harmanli 

Town of Lyubimets Haskovo 24000 Active 

2143 "Agrotis 2010" Ltd., town of 
Dimitrovgrad 

Town of Dimitrovgrad Haskovo 24000 Active 

2212 "Trakiya 2006" EOOD, town of 
Plovdiv 

Town of Svilengrad Haskovo 0 Inactive 

2212-1 "Ultramex" EOOD, town of 
Plovdiv  

Town of Svilengrad Haskovo 9700 Active 

2477 "Klas" Ltd., town of Svilengrad Chernodub village Haskovo 6400 Active 

2651 " Stoychevi Agro - 1" Ltd., town 
of Dobrich 

Siva reka village Haskovo 1000 Active 

2652 Private agricultural producer 
Tonyu Nikolov Tonev 

Dobrich village Haskovo 3400 Active 

2653 "Rumdo mel" Ltd., town of Stara 
Zagora 

Radievo village Haskovo 400 Active 

2655 "Agrotehnik" Ltd., Pchelarovo 
village 

Pchelarovo village Haskovo 200 Active 

2656 "Verginia – Dimitar Dimitrov" 
Sole trader 

Stoykovo village Haskovo 0 Inactive 

2656-1 "Verginia – Dimitar Dimitrov-
Rusanka Dimitrova" Sole trader  

Stoykovo village Haskovo 5100 Active 

2657 Agricultural cooperative for 
production and services 

"Rodopi", Vuglarovo village 

Vuglarovo village Haskovo 1600 Active 

2658 Agricultural cooperative for 
production and services 

"Edinstvo", town of Haskovo 

Town of Haskovo Haskovo 1500 Active 

2659 Agricultural cooperative for 
production and services 

Druzhba", town of Haskovo 

Town of Haskovo Haskovo 1500 Active 

2660 "Klas-95" Ltd., town of Haskovo Tatarevo village Haskovo 0 Inactive 

2660-1 "Klas-95" Ltd., town of Haskovo Tatarevo village Haskovo 3600 Active 

2661 "Griminger" Ltd., town of 
Haskovo  

Malevo village Haskovo 1600 Active 

2661-1 "Rosagro BG" EOOD Malevo village Haskovo 900 Active 

2661-2 "Agroinvest Bashovi" EOOD, town 
of Haskovo  

Malevo village Haskovo 1700 Active 

2662 " Delta Commerce" Ltd., town of 
Svilengrad 

Town of Svilengrad Haskovo 0 Inactive 

2997 "V Trade" EOOD, town of Plovdiv  Town of Harmanli Haskovo 2000 Active 

3167 "At C M Agro" EOOD, town of 
Dobrich 

Konush village Haskovo 1000 Active 

3204 "ZARNENI HRANI - DM" EOOD, 
town of Dolna Mitropoliya 

Town of Harmanli Haskovo 5000 Active 

3245 "Agro MM" Ltd., town of 
Pazardzhik 

Town of Merichleri Haskovo 4800 Active 

3309 "Hera Agro" EOOD, town of 
Plovdiv 

Gorski izvor village Haskovo 1200 Active 

3592 "Zurneni hrani" SA, town of 
Haskovo 

Town of Haskovo Haskovo 26900 Active 

4031 Boreni Ltd., town of Haskovo Town of Haskovo Haskovo 4000 Active 

4032 Doto Agro EOOD, Stamboliyski 
village, Haskovo region 

Uzundzhovo village Haskovo 3450 Active 

4032-1 Eco Group Ltd., Stamboliyski 
village, Haskovo region 

Uzundzhovo village Haskovo 2350 Active 

4037 "Rosagro BG" EOOD, town of 
Haskovo 

Tsareva polyana, 
Stambolovo Municipality 

Haskovo 3000 Active 

4037-1 "Agroinvest Bashovi" EOOD,  
town of Haskovo 

Tsareva polyana, 
Stambolovo Municipality 

Haskovo 700 Active 

4038 "Rosagro BG" EOOD, town of 
Haskovo 

Tsareva polyana, 
Stambolovo Municipality 

Haskovo 540 Active 

4038-1 "Agroinvest Bashovi" EOOD,  
town of Haskovo 

Tsareva polyana, 
Stambolovo Municipality 

Haskovo 1690 Active 

4039 Agricultural cooperative 
"Suglasie", Dobrich village 

Dobrich village Haskovo 6000 Active 

4039-1 SKS "Dobrich", Dobrich village Dobrich village Haskovo 6100 Active 

4063 "Ro Si To" EOOD, town 
Simeonovgrad 

Town of Harmanli, 
Karatopraka area 

Haskovo 5100 Active 

4063-1 "Logistic - Toncho Radev" EOOD Town of Harmanli, 
Karatopraka area 

Haskovo 2600 Active 

4310 "Boyan Gyokov" Sole trader Radievo village Haskovo 500 Active 

4311 "FURAJEN CEH MALEVO" Ltd. Malevo village Haskovo 3200 Active 

4312 "Experimental station on 
tobacco and agriculture" SP 

Town of Haskovo Haskovo 400 Active 

4313 "Gray Georgi Andonov-Radka 
Andonova" Sole trader 

Garvanovo village Haskovo 650 Active 

4314 "Gray Georgi Andonov-Radka 
Andonova" Sole trader 

Town of Haskovo Haskovo 2000 Active 

4315 "Gray Georgi Andonov-Radka 
Andonova" Sole trader 

Town of Haskovo Haskovo 1200 Active 

4316 Mustafa Mehmed Mahmud Stamboliyski village Haskovo 4200 Active 

4316-1 Fikret Mustafa Mehmed Stamboliyski village Haskovo 2200 Active 

4316-2 "Agro rai M" ЕООД Stamboliyski village Haskovo 1600 Active 
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4317 Yancho Tenchev Yanchev Sinapovo village Haskovo 2000 Active 

4318 "Moni mes" EOOD Town of Lyubimets Haskovo 10000 Active 

4385 "BEM – Bulgarian ecological milk" 
Ltd. 

Krepost village Haskovo 250 Active 

4386 "Krivo pole" KPTU Krivo pole village Haskovo 425 Active 

4387 Plamen Ivanov Kamburov Uzundzhovo village Haskovo 400 Active 

4388 "Viten-Tencho Zlatev" Sole 
trader 

Dobrich village Haskovo 4000 Active 

4389 Radomir Tilchev Zlatev Brod village Haskovo 500 Active 

4474 "Zlaten klas – Bratya Georgievi" 
Ltd. 

Ostur kamuk village Haskovo 1000 Active 

 

Educational forms for acquiring the legal capacity to manage agricultural and 
forestry equipment operate on the territory of the Haskovo region in the following  
categories: 

1) Two training forms for Category Tvk-M – specialized and special self-
propelled land reclamation equipment (earthmoving machines). Persons 
who have acquired this category have the right to work independently with 
all types of earthmoving machinery: excavators, bulldozers, dozers, 
graders, scrapers, front loaders, telehandlers, trenchers, all road 
construction machinery, uprooters and machinery for collecting and loading 
vegetation, soil and rock. 

2) Two training forms for Category Tvk-Z – specialized and special self-
propelled agricultural machinery. Persons who have acquired category Tvk-
Z have the right to work independently with all types of special agricultural 
equipment such as: grain harvester; self-propelled silage machines; self-
propelled machines for spraying, mowing and fertilizing; self-propelled 
machines for harvesting grapes, tomatoes, peas, etc., as well as all types of 
attachments (headers) of grain harvesters and silage harvesters. 

3) Two training forms for Category Tvk – tracked and wheeled tractors and the 
machines aggregated to them. Persons who have acquired the Tvk category 
have the right to work independently with all types of tracked and wheeled 
tractors, as well as with all types of machines aggregated to them. Machines 
for pre-sowing tillage (plough, harrow, cultivator); sowing, fertilizing and 
rolling machines; plant protection machines (sprayers). 

4) One training form for Category Tps-MTX - chainsaws and brushcutters. 
Persons who have acquired the legal capacity to work with portable forestry 
equipment cat. Tps-MT have the right to work independently with chainsaws 
and brush cutters. 

Table 3.32: Educational forms and teachers from educational forms on the territory of Haskovo 
Region 

Name of legal 
entity 

Registration 
certificate 
number/date 

Management 
address 

Category Valid till Theory/Practice 
teachers 

BELITSA AGRO - 
P.PETROV EOOD 

КТИ01-
62/09.10.2020 

Haskovo region, 
Haskovo 

municipality, town 
of Haskovo, 

Haskovo area, 9 
Banska" Street, 

entr.Б, fl. 2, ap. 12 

Tvk-M 09.10.2025 1. eng. Veneta Ivanova 

BELITSA AGRO - 
P.PETROV EOOD 

КТИ01-
61/09.10.2020 

Haskovo region, 
Haskovo 

municipality, town 
of Haskovo, 

Haskovo area, 9 
Banska" Street, 

entr.Б, fl. 2, ap. 12 

Tvk -Z 09.10.2025 1. eng. Veneta Ivanova 2. eng. 
Zheko Koychev 3. Atanas 

Krustev Кръстев 

BELITSA AGRO - 
P.PETROV EOOD 

КТИ01-
60/09.10.2020 

Haskovo region, 
Haskovo 

municipality, town 
of Haskovo, 

Tvk 09.10.2025 1. eng. Veneta Ivanova 2. eng. 
Zheko Koychev 3. Atanas 

Krustev Кръстев 
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Haskovo area, 9 
Banska" Street, 

entr.Б, fl. 2, ap. 12 

BELITSA AGRO - 
P.PETROV EOOD 

КТИ01-
54/07.02.2019 

Haskovo region, 
Haskovo 

municipality, town 
of Haskovo, 

Haskovo area, 9 
Banska" Street, 

entr.Б, fl. 2, ap. 12 

Tvk-M 07.02.2024 1. eng. Veneta Ivanova 

BELITSA AGRO - 
P.PETROV EOOD 

КТИ01-
53/07.02.2019 

Haskovo region, 
Haskovo 

municipality, town 
of Haskovo, 

Haskovo area, 9 
Banska" Street, 

entr.Б, fl. 2, ap. 12 

Tvk-Z 07.02.2024 1. eng. Veneta Ivanova 2. eng. 
Zheko Koychev  

BELITSA AGRO - 
P.PETROV EOOD 

КТИ01-
52/07.02.2019 

Haskovo region, 
Haskovo 

municipality, town 
of Haskovo, 

Haskovo area, 9 
Banska" Street, 

entr.Б, fl. 2, ap. 12 

Tvk 07.02.2024 1. eng. Veneta Ivanova 2. eng. 
Zheko Koychev  

Professional high 
school for woodworking 
and construction "Tsar 
Ivan Asen II", town of 
Haskovo 

КТИ01-5/26.02.2020 Haskovo region, 
Haskovo 

municipality, town 
of Haskovo, 37, 

Plovdivska Street 

Tps-MTH 26.02.2025 1. eng. Nedret Kasim 2. eng. Ilin 
Stavrev 

 

There are no registered controlling persons for compliance with the 
specification of protected geographical indications and foods of a traditionally 
specific character on the territory of Haskovo region, according to Art. 54 of 
Ordinance No. 5 of 2019. There are two controlling persons and they are registered 
on the territory of Plovdiv Region. 

There is one recognized organization of fruit and vegetable producers on the 
territory of Haskovo region. The information is taken from the Public Data Portal 
(https://data.egov.bg/organisation/datasets/resourceView/7b8ee849-fa6b-47b3-
b402-2af9a9e214ea). 

Table 3.33: Recognized organizations of fruit and vegetable producers and their associations in 
Haskovo Region 

Registry 
number 

Form of 
association 

Designation Recognition 
order 
number 

Date of order 
of 
recognition 

Recognition 
sector 

Headquarters 
and address 
of 
management 

16 Producer 
organization (PO) 

Sakar Melon Farm 
Ltd. 

РД 09-86 10.02.2017 fruits and 
vegetables 

Haskovo region, 
Svilengrad 
municipality, 
Levka village, 
Svilengrad 
district, Levka 
village 6540 

 

There is one recognized group of producers in the sector of medicinal and 
essential oil crops on the territory of Haskovo region. The information is taken from 
the Public Data Portal 
(https://data.egov.bg/organisation/datasets/resourceView/aa4223bd-cefc-497d-
bbfd-d2206062cca2). 

Table 3.34: Recognized organizations of producers of agricultural products, associations of 
organizations of producers and interbranch organizations and groups of producers in Haskovo 
Region 

Registry 
number 

Form of 
associatio
n 

Designation Recognition 
order 
number 

Date of order 
of recognition 

Recognition 
sector 

Headquarters 
and address of 
management 

https://data.egov.bg/organisation/datasets/resourceView/7b8ee849-fa6b-47b3-b402-2af9a9e214ea
https://data.egov.bg/organisation/datasets/resourceView/7b8ee849-fa6b-47b3-b402-2af9a9e214ea
https://data.egov.bg/organisation/datasets/resourceView/aa4223bd-cefc-497d-bbfd-d2206062cca2
https://data.egov.bg/organisation/datasets/resourceView/aa4223bd-cefc-497d-bbfd-d2206062cca2
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70 Producer 
group (PG) 

Black Diamonds 
Herbal Plant Ltd. 

РД 09-89 10.02.2017 medicinal and 
essential oil 
crops 

Haskovo region, 
Svilengrad 
municipality, 
Svilengrad city, 
Svilengrad area, 8 
"Tundzha" street, 
apartment 2 

 

According to the information of the Database of producers, processors and traders 
of agricultural products and food produced in a biological way, current as of January 
2023, a total of 273 organic operators are registered in the territory of Haskovo 
Region. The following table presents the distribution of biological operators by 
municipalities, certified activities, area and production. 

Table 3.35: Database of producers, processors and traders of agricultural products and food 
produced in a biological way, current as of January 2023 on the territory of Haskovo Region 

Statistical unit Total 
number of 
biological 
operators 

Certified activities Certified 
area 

(ha) by 
January 

2023 

Quantity 
produce
d (tons) 

by 
January 

2023 

Crop 
produc

tion 

Livesto
ck 

breedin
g 

Trade and/or 
storage of 

organic 
products 

Processin
g 

Haskovo region 273 381 53 16 7 4295,36 4436,58 

Haskovo 
Municipality 

66 85 13 5 4 526,86 347,15 

Svilengrad 
Municipality 

62 103 3 1  1059,12 1336,36 

Harmanli 
Municipality 

40 57 4 2  804,63 1336,26 

Dimitrovgrad 
Municipality 

23 31 5 8 1 64,68 148,89 

Ivaylovgrad 
Municipality 

17 23 3   117,90 288,65 

Lyubimets 
Municipality 

12 14 2   69,98 136,62 

Topolovgrad 
Municipality 

11 11 6   42,41 66,56 

Madzharovo 
Municipality 

10 16 8  1 1493,24 653,06 

Община 
Стамболово 

9 17 1   88,92 90,54 

Mineralni bani 
Municipality 

4 10 1   25,74 22,29 

Simeonovgrad 
Municipality 

3 1 2   2,52 209 

Sofia Municipality 
(with work site in 
Svilengrad 
Municipality) 

1       

Without 
municipality 

15       

 

In Haskovo Region, the share of production of industrial enterprises in the activity 
"Processing industry" is the largest, followed by the share of production in the activity 
"Manufacture of food products, beverages and tobacco products" - a trend that is 
observed in the South Central region. Compared to the national level, the share of 
production in the activity "Manufacture of products from rubber, plastics and other 
non-metallic mineral raw materials" is in the first place, the activity "Processing 
industry" is in the second place according to this indicator. 
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Table 3.36: Production of industrial enterprises in 2019 by economic activities in Haskovo Region 

(BGN, thousands) 

Economic activities Bulgaria South 
Central 
Region 

Haskovo 
region 

Total 79320837 16284100 1215108 

Extractive industry 2586650 434547 1613 

Processing industry 67693717 14993832 1127353 

Production of food products, beverages and tobacco products 11426414 2778901 424069 

Manufacture of textiles and clothing; leather processing; manufacture 
of shoes and other articles from treated skins without hair 

3994205 1001720 143521 

Manufacture of wood, paper, cardboard and products thereof 
(excluding furniture); printing activity 

3138278 1010922 5778 

Production of coke and refined petroleum products    

Production of chemical products 3145231 820999  

Production of medicinal substances and products    

Production of products from rubber, plastics and other non-metallic 
mineral raw materials 

7494029 1617525 103589 

Manufacture of base metals and metal products, excluding machinery 
and equipment 

14067414 2753228 37134 

Production of computer and communication equipment, electronic and 
optical products 

1344762 481793  

Manufacture of electrical equipment 3901870 857899 12527 

Production of general and special purpose machines and equipment 3705737 1072050 94421 

Vehicle manufacturing 3456770 1043015 18751 

Manufacture of furniture, manufacture n.e.c.; repair and installation 
of machinery and equipment 

3688454 616221 24098 

Production and distribution of electrical and thermal energy and 
gaseous fuels 

7208310 630254 50915 

Water supply; sewerage services, waste management and 
rehabilitation 

1832160 225467 35227 

 

Table 3.37: Production of industrial products in 2019 in Haskovo Region 

Statistical zone 
Statistical district 
Region 

Coal Ready-to-
pour 

concrete 
mixes 

Poultry meat, 
fresh, chilled or 

frozen 

Sausages Bread, 
bakery and 

confectionery 
products 

Bulgaria   12309198 188085 100313 503804 

South central  1961404 24906 40260 118638 

Haskovo  185680 2022 2287 22812 

 

4. RESULTS OF THE CONDUCTED QUANTITATIVE RESEARCH (AMONG 
CONSUMERS AND AGRICULTURAL PRODUCERS) ON THE PERSPECTIVES 
AND PROBLEMS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF ORGANIC PRODUCTS IN 
HASKOVO REGION 

The conducted quantitative research focuses on researching the perspectives and 

problems for the development of organic products in Haskovo Region. For this 

purpose, two questionnaire surveys were conducted: 1) among the population as 

consumers and 2) among the agricultural producers. The results of the two surveys 

are related to the development and sustainability of organic production from the 

point of view of regional needs and regional supply in Haskovo Region. This section 

of the development offers: an analysis of consumer responses related to the use of 

organic products and an analysis of farmer responses related to applied practices in 
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agricultural holdings and the identification of problems, perspectives and trends for 

both groups that are relevant to the development of organic products in the region. 

4.1. Questionnaire survey among consumers on understanding, consumption, 
awareness and attitudes towards organic products 

Object of research: 

Population survey, sample size 101 people - the aim is for the sample to cover both 

users of organic products and those who have not bought/used them before. The 

survey aims to gather information about: 1) understanding and knowledge of organic 

products; 2) opportunities for consumers to distinguish certified organic products 

from possible imitations; 3) consumption of organic products; 4) awareness of 

biological products; 5) consumer attitudes and expectations of consumers towards 

organic products; 6) future consumer behavior regarding this type of specific 

products.  

Subject of research are the problems and perspectives for the development of 
organic products on the territory of Haskovo Region according to the identified 
attitudes of the surveyed persons. 

Methods and tools for assessment  

The population survey was conducted using the standardized online interview 
method (СAWI – Computer Assisted Web Interview), announced on an anonymous and 
voluntary basis for participation, through which potential respondents, are invited 
to fill out an online survey, which is activated by clicking on a specific link. The 
completion of this type of survey was done completely independently by the 
respondents, without the presence of an interviewer. This type of survey was used 
because it most closely approximates the traditional method in sociology known as a 
self-completion survey (the respondent receives a survey card which he fills out 
without any intervention from the interviewer). The tools used are: 

A data collection tool using a structured written questionnaire, made with 
Google Forms survey administration software. The link to the electronic survey form 
https://forms.gle/BPVoi4EC5HeMjyA56 is published on the official website of the 
"Business Center-Maritsa" Association - https://bcentermaritza.info/prouchvane-na-
perspektivite-i-problemite-za-razvitieto-na-bioproduktite/, from where anyone 
interested can access it.  

The selection of a structured written questionnaire as the primary tool is due to the 
following main reasons:  

- Offers gathering of qualitative information about the opinions, motives, 
interests and preferences of the interviewees; 

- Allows for quick and efficient collection of a relatively large array of data at 
a relatively low cost compared to other data collection methods, such as focus 
groups, expert panels, etc. 

- Uses a previously developed questionnaire, which reduces deviations in the 
answers of the respondents; 

- Makes it possible to trace the interaction between different variables of the 
study; 

- Enables the respondent to choose a time convenient for him to complete the 
survey, to consider his answers and, if necessary, to use additional 
information. 

https://forms.gle/BPVoi4EC5HeMjyA56
https://bcentermaritza.info/prouchvane-na-perspektivite-i-problemite-za-razvitieto-na-bioproduktite/
https://bcentermaritza.info/prouchvane-na-perspektivite-i-problemite-za-razvitieto-na-bioproduktite/
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Several steps were followed in creating the questionnaire:  

 First, the main target topics of the study are formulated;  

 This is followed by formulation of working questions, development of specific 
groups of answers and choice of question type (Yes/No, multiple choice, 
importance scale);  

 Editing of working questions in order to achieve clarity and unambiguity, 
maximum simplification of language, development of explanatory texts where 
necessary; 

 Grouping the questions in a logical thematic order, starting with the easier 
ones to predispose the respondent;  

 Agreeing and approving the final wording of the questions included in the 
questionnaire. 

One questionnaire for the population has been developed. The design of the survey 
card is simplified, which allows it to be self-filled and facilitates the subsequent 
processing of the results. The structure and content of the survey card have been 
carefully considered, respecting the basic requirements for the construction of 
survey surveys, as well as the appearance of the cards. The different thematic 
sections are marked visually. Instructions for the questions and/or clarifications, as 
well as a general text for the survey, are provided. The structure of the questionnaire 
is presented in full in Appendix 6.1. 

The structure and content of the survey card include 3 sections with a total of 25 
questions in accordance with the selected target group: 

 Section 1: Survey on the following topics: understanding and knowledge of 
organic products; opportunities for consumers to distinguish certified organic 
products from possible imitations; consumption of organic products.  

 Section 2: Please choose the most appropriate answer for the following topics: 
awareness of organic products; consumer attitudes and expectations of 
consumers towards organic products; future consumer behavior regarding this 
type of specific products.  

 Section 3: Respondent Profile. 

Section 1 includes 10 questions, the questions being mostly closed-ended with preset 
answers from which the respondent can choose. Based on the closed structure of the 
questions, it was possible to summarize the answers, draw comparable data and 
formulate conclusions about the level of understanding of organic products and the 
level of consumption of organic products. For 6 of the questions in Section 1, in 
addition to the proposed closed-type answers, an open-type answer is also provided 
in order to ensure sufficient opportunity for everyone to express their position as 
accurately as possible. The results of these responses were evaluated and presented 
as findings for the present analysis. 4 of the questions in Section 1 are mandatory. 
Some of the questions are multiple choice and Yes/No questions..  

Section 2 includes 12 questions, the questions being only closed-ended with preset 
answers from which the respondent can choose. On the basis of the closed structure 
of the questions, the possibility of summarizing the answers, deriving comparable 
data and formulating conclusions about awareness and ways of awareness about 
organic products, consumer attitudes towards this type of products, attitude towards 
these products from the point of view of benefit, quality, advantages, disadvantages 
of organic products, preferences for organic products and future consumer behavior. 
11 of the questions in Section 2 are mandatory. 10 of the questions are of the 



This document is developed on the project „EURO bio REGION MARITZA EVROS (acronym: EU 2 BIO)”, funded by Cooperation Programme Interreg V-A “Greece-Bulgaria 2014-2020”, Subsidy contract № 
В6.3a.02/13.01.2021. The Project is co-funded  by  the  European Regional  Development  Fund  (ERDF)  and  by  national  funds  of  the  countries participating  in  the Cooperation Programme 

Interreg V-A “Greece-Bulgaria 2014-2020” . The  contents  of  the document are sole responsibility of the Association “Business Center-Maritza” and  can  in  no  way  be  taken  to  reflect  the  views  
of  the  European  Union,  the  participating countries the Managing Authority and the Joint Secretariat. 

applicability type using a five-point Likert scale1 (Strongly Agree, Agree, Disagree, 
Strongly Disagree, No Opinion). 1 question is a Yes/No choice. 

Section 3 covers the general profile of the respondent, including questions on age, 
employment and family income. The questions are closed type only.  

The survey period is 29.03.2022 – 27.09.2022.  

Number of completed survey cards – 101. 

A tool for analyzing the results of the completed survey cards received by using 
Google Forms survey administration software and MS Excel software product to 
process the results. The answers to the questions are analyzed by sections and by 
profile of the respondent. 

Results of an online population survey on understanding, consumption, 
awareness and attitudes towards organic products 

Characteristics of the persons surveyed (results from Section 3) 

 A total of 101 individuals were 
included in the survey. The average 
age of the subjects was 40.5 years. 
The minimum age is 25 and the 
maximum is 56. The distribution by 
age groups shows that the largest 
relative share of the respondents - 
42.57% are the persons in the age 
group 25 - 34 years, followed by 
persons in the age group 35 - 44 
years - with a relative share of 
27.72% and by persons in the age 
group 45 - 54 years - with a relative share of 21.78%. The age group 55-64 years has 
a relative share of 4.95%, and the age group over 64 years – 2.97%. No person under 
the age of 24 was examined. 

 In the conducted survey, 
representatives of the 
private sector have the 
largest share among the 
respondents - 67, followed 
by employees in the public 
sector - 17, with free 
professions - 11, pensioners 
- 2, housewives - 2, students 
- 1 and unemployed - 1. 

 

In the distribution of respondents by family income, no particular group is 
distinguished. In the conducted survey, the largest number of surveyed persons - 30 
- declared that their family income was below BGN 2,600 per month. Their relative 
share is 29.70%. In the next place are the persons who preferred not to answer - 27, 
and their relative share is 26.73%. Between BGN 2,600 and 3,600 per month is the 

                                                           
1 The Likert scale is the most widely used approach to scaling responses in surveys, and the term is often used interchangeably with rating 
scale. Once the questionnaire is completed, each item can be analyzed individually, or, in some cases, responses to can be summed to create 
scores for a group of items 
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family income of 20 of the respondents - 19.80%. 8.91% receive a family income of 
over BGN 5,600 per month, 7.92% - BGN 3,600 - 4,600 per month and 6.93% - BGN 
4,600 - 5,600 per month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understanding and knowledge of organic products, consumers' ability to 
distinguish certified organic products from possible imitations, consumption of 
organic products (results from Section 1)  

Determining the level of consumption of organic products is the understanding and 
knowledge of actual and potential consumers and the general population regarding 
these products, as well as their ability to distinguish between organic and non-
organic products. A large part of the respondents did not find it difficult to answer 
what organic products are. Almost 86% of respondents' answers show an 
understanding about "what is an organic product". However, among those who are 
aware of the existence of this type of products, there is a lot of misinformation 
regarding the characteristics that distinguish organic products from their 
conventional equivalents. For example, a significant part of people think that an 
organic product means that the product was produced in a village - such are 13% of 
the answers received. Less than 1% believe that an organic product is a product 
produced without violence against nature. It is noteworthy that not a single 
respondent indicated that they could not define what an organic product is. 
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As a result of the survey on recognition by the population of the offered biological 
products, some essential characteristics of the surveyed persons regarding these 
specific products are outlined. When asked how familiar they are with the organic 
products offered on the 
market, 53% of the answers 
received from the 
respondents indicate that the 
population recognizes what 
organic products are offered 
on the market, 32.7% cannot 
make an assessment and 
14.9% are not familiar. These 
responses show that there is a 
large group of informed 
persons regarding the existing organic products on the market and at the same time 
a high proportion of those who are not aware or cannot make an assessment. 

It is important for the evaluation of 
the recognizability of organic 
products that the potential consumers 
know the specific producers of such 
products from Haskovo Region. As a 
result of the survey, a trend emerged 
that there is a weak recognition of 
local producers of organic products 
from Haskovo Region. 78% of the 
respondents stated that they do not 

know producers of organic products from the region. 

Of interest are the answers of the respondents who indicated specific producers, in 
case they answered with "Yes". Among the 17 responses received, there are specific 
producers of organic products, but there are also those of the "all grandmothers in 
the village" type. One answer indicated familiarity with the certified producers listed 
in the official register maintained by the Ministry of Agriculture.  

The recognition of organic products by actual and potential consumers and their 
understanding of the essence and quality of these products is directly dependent on 
the existing sources of information about organic products used by consumers. 
Determining the successful implementation of organic products on the market is the 
level of their recognition, for which the sources of up-to-date and reliable 
information are relevant.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

53
15

33

Are you aware with the organic 
products on the market?

Yes

No

I cannot determine

 

22

79

Do you know a producer/s of 
organic products from Haskovo 

region?

Yes

No

 

62

4

3

64

29

35

3

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

Friends/Family/Acquaintances

Television commercials

Advertisements in newspapers/magazines

Internet

Educational events

Health publications

Other

Where do you prefer to get information about 
organic products?



This document is developed on the project „EURO bio REGION MARITZA EVROS (acronym: EU 2 BIO)”, funded by Cooperation Programme Interreg V-A “Greece-Bulgaria 2014-2020”, Subsidy contract № 
В6.3a.02/13.01.2021. The Project is co-funded  by  the  European Regional  Development  Fund  (ERDF)  and  by  national  funds  of  the  countries participating  in  the Cooperation Programme 

Interreg V-A “Greece-Bulgaria 2014-2020” . The  contents  of  the document are sole responsibility of the Association “Business Center-Maritza” and  can  in  no  way  be  taken  to  reflect  the  views  
of  the  European  Union,  the  participating countries the Managing Authority and the Joint Secretariat. 

Overall, the results show that consumers are keenly interested in and seek 
information on issues related to these products, their production and properties from 
a variety of sources, with a few dominant. The results show that users are informed 
mainly from the Internet - 32% of the answers are such, as well as from the circle of 
friends, relatives and acquaintances - 31%. Health publications occupy a relative 
share of 17.5%, educational events - 14.5%. With an even smaller share are TV ads - 
2% and newspaper/magazine ads - 1.5%. Other sources of information such as 
"product labels", "where they are offered" and "from personal contacts with them" 
have a 1.5% relative share among the responses received from respondents. This is 
indicative of a methodical and purposeful search for information on the subject, 
while simultaneously using several different information channels. But here it is 
noticeable that there are no answers related to official sources of information, such 
as the Ministry of Agriculture, register of organic producers, etc.   

As a result of the survey on the consumption of organic products, some essential 
characteristics of the consumption habits of the surveyed persons regarding these 
specific products are outlined. Consumers of organic products are those who have 

bought an organic product at least 
once. Apart from the consumers of 
organic products, two more large 
groups can be outlined in the 
research: potential consumers 
(informed about the existence of 
organic products, but not yet 
consumed) and respondents who do 
not know about the existence/not 
informed about the issue of organic 
products. The results regarding the 

share of persons who have never consumed organic products are interesting. 

84.16% of respondents indicate that they use/consume organic products, while 
nearly 16% have never bought them or do not know what these products are at all. 
These results show that, in general, there are established habits for choosing organic 
products. In addition to this, nearly 46% of respondents indicated that they often 
consume organic products, 39% - rarely, and 15% - occasionally. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16

85

Do you use/consume organic 
products?

No

Yes

 

42

36

14

How often do I use/consume organic products?

Regularly

Rarely

Accidentally



This document is developed on the project „EURO bio REGION MARITZA EVROS (acronym: EU 2 BIO)”, funded by Cooperation Programme Interreg V-A “Greece-Bulgaria 2014-2020”, Subsidy contract № 
В6.3a.02/13.01.2021. The Project is co-funded  by  the  European Regional  Development  Fund  (ERDF)  and  by  national  funds  of  the  countries participating  in  the Cooperation Programme 

Interreg V-A “Greece-Bulgaria 2014-2020” . The  contents  of  the document are sole responsibility of the Association “Business Center-Maritza” and  can  in  no  way  be  taken  to  reflect  the  views  
of  the  European  Union,  the  participating countries the Managing Authority and the Joint Secretariat. 

Of interest are the reasons that the respondents indicate why they do not 
use/consume organic products. 50% of respondents indicated that they do not 
use/consume organic products because they do not believe that they are truly 
organic products. About the same share are those who do not use/consume organic 
products because they cannot afford them - 20.83%, they do not like them - 16.67% 
or for other reasons, such as "I use products grown in our garden" , "it's not in my 
priorities anymore, I don't have time" - 12.50%.   

How sustainable is consumer interest in organic products? It is noteworthy that the 
smallest share of respondents who have been using organic products for less than 1 
year is 5.38%. The share of those who use organic products from 1-3 years (26.88%), 
3-6 years (29.03%), 6-9 years (11.83%), more than 9 years ( 26.88%), which is 
indicative not only of increasing consumer interest in organic products, but in general 
shows that organic products retain consumer interest.   

 

 

For research on the consumption of organic products, it is of interest to see which 
types of these products are the most purchased. Of the organic products that are 
available on the market, in total the respondents indicate that they mainly buy food 
organic products - 92.91%. Cosmetic products from organic production are purchased 
less often - 7.09%. Other product groups are not specified. 

5

25

27

11

25

0 5 10 15 20 25 30

Less than a year

1-3 years

3-6 years

6-9 years

More than 9 years

How long have you been using/consuming organic 
products?

 

5

4
12

3

I do not use/consume organic products because:

I can't afford it

I do not like them

I don't believe they are really
organic



This document is developed on the project „EURO bio REGION MARITZA EVROS (acronym: EU 2 BIO)”, funded by Cooperation Programme Interreg V-A “Greece-Bulgaria 2014-2020”, Subsidy contract № 
В6.3a.02/13.01.2021. The Project is co-funded  by  the  European Regional  Development  Fund  (ERDF)  and  by  national  funds  of  the  countries participating  in  the Cooperation Programme 

Interreg V-A “Greece-Bulgaria 2014-2020” . The  contents  of  the document are sole responsibility of the Association “Business Center-Maritza” and  can  in  no  way  be  taken  to  reflect  the  views  
of  the  European  Union,  the  participating countries the Managing Authority and the Joint Secretariat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of the food organic products with an almost equal share is the consumption of fruits 
- 12.60%, vegetables - 12.60%, honey - 12.40%, dairy products - 11.02%, eggs/meat - 
10.04%. Spices/herbs - 7.87%, cereals - 6.3%, vegetable oils - 5.12%, beverages - 
4.92% are in the next place with an almost equal relative share. Of the food products, 
the least frequently purchased are nuts - 3.54%, tea/coffee - 2.36%, 
sugar/sweeteners - 2.17%, snacks - 1.38%. 

A specific and particularly significant aspect of the recognition of organic products 
by consumers is the question of recognizing organic products from conventional and, 
above all, from their imitations or from products with misleading labels. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A large number of respondents try to find confirmation on the product itself whether 
it is organic by looking for the presence of a special sign on the packaging - 40.91%. 
Also, a large part of those asked rely on the fact that the product is organic, as soon 
as it is purchased from specialized commercial establishments or specialized stands 
for such foods - 36.66%, which can mislead the consumer. Based on these results, it 
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seems that there is a relatively good orientation among the respondents on how to 
correctly understand whether the respective product is organic, which is a signal of 
a good level of recognition of the distinctive characteristics of the respective 
packages, but there is also a not small group from respondents who may be misled 
by the points of sale. Respondents who trust recommendations from other consumers 
about whether a product is organic have a relative share of 17.05%. 5.11% of the 
respondents decide whether the product is organic based on the price. A small part 
of the respondents indicated other answers - 2.27%, among which "I buy some of the 
organic products directly from certified producers and farms", "I look for information 
online about the origin of the company, the ingredients, the path of the ingredients, 
the manufacturer and draw my own conclusions", "we buy from well-known farms 
that we can inspect ourselves".  

Awareness of organic products, consumer attitudes and expectations towards 
organic products, future consumer behavior regarding this type of specific products 
(Section 2 results) 

The awareness of actual and potential consumers of organic products on the nature 
and quality of these products, as well as on the conditions for their realization on 
the market, affects the effectiveness of the offer and enforcement among consumers 
and affects the knowledge of this type of specific products. Of decisive importance 
for the level of consumption of organic products is the awareness of actual and 
potential consumers and the general population regarding these products. The 
results of the survey show that a large part of the respondents are not well 
acquainted with organic products. Such are 76% of the respondents. Nearly 14% of 
respondents believe that people are well aware of organic products, and almost 9% 
have no opinion. The tendency "I have no opinion" is also noticeable in the answers 
to the following questions with approximately the same relative share (between 5-
20% of respondents), which indicates the tendency of lack of interest in this type of 
specific products. 

 

Regarding the existing literature on the market to increase the awareness of the 
population about the "organic  product", nearly 43% of the respondents believe that 
there is not much literature available on the market for this type of specific products 
(of which only 3% are categorical in their answer), and nearly 36% claim that there 
is a lot of such literature (of which also 3% are definite in their answer). The 
percentage of respondents who do not have an opinion on this issue is interesting - 
nearly 22%.   
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A large proportion of respondents believe that TV commercials and other programs 
do not increase the general public's awareness of organic products. This is what 70% 
of those questioned think, of which nearly 6% are definite in their answer. For 
comparison, just over 13% are those who think that television increases the 
awareness of the population about organic products. Here again, the percentage of 
those who do not have an opinion is not small - nearly 16%. 

 

In order to outline consumer needs, attitudes and expectations in relation to organic 
products, it is important to track the population's perceptions towards them.   

 

81% of the respondents believe that organic products are good for human health, of 
which 24% are definite that due to their better quality, this type of products keep us 
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healthy and extend our lives. Only 11% of those asked claim that organic products do 
not support people's health, and 7% have no opinion.  

The perception among the respondents that organic products have a very good 
quality compared to their non-organic equivalents is decisive. This is the opinion of 
nearly 73% of the respondents. 20% of respondents believe that the quality of organic 
products is no better than that of non-organic products, and nearly 7% have no 
opinion. 

 

The understanding among the respondents that organic products do not contain 
dangerous chemicals, stabilizers and other harmful substances is also decisive. This 
is the opinion of 79% of the respondents. About 11% of those asked are on the 
opposite side, and almost 10% have no opinion.  

 

Nearly 70% of respondents are convinced that organic products taste better, and 
nearly 23% believe that organic products do not taste better. Almost 8% of those 
asked have no opinion.  
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There is a prevailing understanding among the respondents that organic products are 
safe and beneficial for health. This is the opinion of 87% of the respondents. Nearly 
6% believe that organic products are not safe and beneficial for health, and almost 
7% have no opinion. 

 

81% of the respondents believe that the high price is what deters consumers from 
frequently using organic products in their household. In comparison, for nearly 14% 
of respondents, the high price of organic products is not an obstacle to frequently 
consume this type of specific products, and almost 5% have no opinion.  
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According to 61% of those asked, there are not enough organic products on the 
market, while nearly 29% believe that there is a sufficient supply of such products. 
Nearly 10% have no opinion. 

 

 

73% of respondents prefer to buy organic products, while 27% have no such 
preference.  

 

What are the future consumer attitudes towards organic products in terms of how 
likely respondents are to recommend them to their family and friends based on their 
personal experience - 87% of those asked are likely to recommend this type of 
specific product. 7% would not recommend them and 6% had no opinion. 
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In conclusion, the results of the population survey show: 

1) Very good theoretical understanding of organic products among the 
respondents (can state what an organic product is), but in comparison, weaker 
recognition of organic products (including specific producers) and lower 
awareness of organic products in general among the consumers.  

2) Good orientation among the respondents to distinguish the certified organic 
products from possible imitations by means of the distinguishing signs of the 
packages and at the same time the presence of a large group of respondents 
who rely on misleading and unreliable sources of confirmation (such as points 
of sale, recommendations);  

3) High level of consumption of organic products among the respondents and 
relatively stable consumer interest in organic products. The lack of trust that 
these products are organic emerges as the main reason for refusing to 
consume these products. Food organic products have an exceptional 
preponderance of consumption compared to cosmetic and other organic 
products. 

4) Poor awareness of the respondents about organic products. Information about 
this type of products is sought primarily on the Internet and from the circle of 
friends, relatives and acquaintances, at the expense of official public sources, 
such as institutions and specialized health sources. Television and TV 
commercials are also not recognized by a large group of consumers as a source 
of information. 

5) Sustainable attitudes of the respondents towards organic products as healthy, 
high quality, with good taste qualities and at the same time at a high price;  

6) Respondents' persistent assessment that there is a lack of sufficient supply of 
organic products on the market; 

7) Steady trend of future consumer behavior regarding this type of specific 
products based on personal experience. 

8) There is a trend of "no opinion" regarding organic products (between 5-20% of 
respondents), indicating a lack of interest in this type of specific products 
and/or lack of access to information to make the relevant assessment. 

 

4.2. Questionnaire survey among farmers on fertilizers used and pest control 
methods on the farm and attitudes towards organic farming 

Object of research: 

Research among farmers, sample size 63 people. Farmers include producers who 

have the right to operate with organic products, ie. to produce and/or process 

organic products of any kind and producers who do not operate with organic 

products. The aim is for the sample to cover representatives of agricultural holdings 

and persons engaged in the production, processing, storage and trade of agricultural 

products and food produced according to the rules of organic production, as well as 

those that are not certified as organic holdings. The survey aims to collect 

information on: 1) used fertilizers and pest control methods on the farm; 2) attitude 

towards organic farming.  

Subject of research are the problems and perspectives for the development of 
organic products on the territory of Haskovo Region according to the identified 
attitudes of the surveyed persons. 
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Methods and tools for assessment  

The population survey was conducted using the standardized online interview 
method (СAWI – Computer Assisted Web Interview), announced on an anonymous and 
voluntary basis for participation, through which potential respondents, are invited 
to fill out an online survey, which is activated by clicking on a specific link. The 
completion of this type of survey was done completely independently by the 
respondents, without the presence of an interviewer. This type of survey was used 
because it most closely approximates the traditional method in sociology known as a 
self-completion survey (the respondent receives a survey card which he fills out 
without any intervention from the interviewer). The tools used are: 

A data collection tool using a structured written questionnaire, made with 
Google Forms survey administration software. The link to the electronic survey form 
https://forms.gle/utgpb84xtFEjtkmU7 is published on the official website of the 
Association "Business Center-Maritsa" - https://bcentermaritza.info/prouchvane-na-
perspektivite-i-problemite-za-razvitieto-na-bioproduktite/, from where anyone 
interested can access it.  

The reasons for the selection of a structured written questionnaire as the main tool 
and the steps for its development are as described in section 5.1.  

One questionnaire for farmers has been developed. The design of the questionnaire 
survey card is simplified, which allows it to be self-filled and facilitates the 
subsequent processing of the results. The structure and content of the survey card 
have been carefully considered, respecting the basic requirements for the 
construction of survey surveys, as well as the appearance of the cards. The different 
thematic sections are marked visually. Instructions for the questions and/or 
clarifications, as well as a general text for the survey, are provided. The structure 
of the questionnaire is presented in a separate section of this document, as well as 
in full in Appendix 6.2. 

The structure and content of the survey card include 3 sections with a total of 33 
questions in accordance with the selected target group.  

Section 1: Respondent Profile covers the general profile of the respondent by 
including 6 questions regarding age of the farmer, size of the farmer's household, 
educational level of the farmer, years of experience as a farmer in agriculture, 
customers, products produced. The questions are closed type only. 

Section 2: Fertilizers and Pest Control Methods includes 6 questions – 1 closed-ended 
with preset answers from which the respondent can choose and 5 closed-ended and 
open-ended to ensure sufficient opportunity to everyone to express their position as 
accurately as possible. Based on the closed structure of the questions, the possibility 
of summarizing the answers, extracting comparable data and formulating conclusions 
about the used fertilizers and pest control methods on the farm was ensured. The 
results of the open-ended responses were evaluated and presented as findings for 
the present analysis. 2 of the questions in Section 2 are mandatory. 

Section 3: Attitudes towards organic farming includes 21 questions, the questions 
being only closed-ended with preset answers from which the respondent can choose. 
Based on the closed structure of the questions, the possibility of summarizing the 
answers, extracting comparable data and formulating conclusions about the farmer's 
attitude towards organic farming was ensured. All questions in Section 3 are 
compulsory. 20 of the questions are of the applicability type using a five-point Likert 

https://forms.gle/utgpb84xtFEjtkmU7
https://bcentermaritza.info/prouchvane-na-perspektivite-i-problemite-za-razvitieto-na-bioproduktite/
https://bcentermaritza.info/prouchvane-na-perspektivite-i-problemite-za-razvitieto-na-bioproduktite/
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scale2 (Strongly Agree, Agree, Disagree, Strongly Disagree, No Opinion). 1 question 
is of a closed type with the possibility of adding a free answer. 

The survey period is 10.03.2022 – 27.01.2023.  

Number of completed questionnaires – 63. 

A tool for analyzing the results of the completed survey cards received by using 
Google Forms survey administration software and MS Excel software product to 
process the results. The answers to the questions are analyzed by sections and by 
profile of the respondent. 

Results of an online survey among farmers on fertilizers used and pest control 
methods on the farm and attitudes towards organic farming 

Characteristics of the persons surveyed (results from Section 1) 

A total of 63 persons (agricultural producers) are included in the survey. The average 
age of the examined individuals Is 44.5 years. The minimum age is 25 and the 
maximum is 64. The distribution by age groups shows that the largest relative share 
of respondents - 51% are the persons from the age group 45 - 54 years, followed by 
the persons from the age group 35 - 44 years - with a relative share of 28% and from 
the persons from the age group 55 - 64 years - with a relative share of 13%. The age 
group 25-34 years has a relative share of 5%, and the age group over 64 years – 3%. 
No person under the age of 24 is surveyed. 

 

In the conducted survey, the households of the surveyed farmers with the largest 
relative share are 2-4 people - 59%, followed by households with more than 4 people 
- 35% and households with up to 2 people - 6%. No responses received with open 
option 'Other'. 

 

                                                           
2 The Likert scale is the most widely used approach to scaling responses in surveys, and the term is often used interchangeably with rating 
scale. Once the questionnaire is completed, each item can be analyzed individually, or, in some cases, responses to can be summed to create 
scores for a group of items 
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In the distribution of surveyed farmers by educational level, two groups are 
distinguished. In the conducted survey, the largest number of surveyed persons - 31 
declared that they have a higher education with the educational qualification degree 
"bachelor", and 28 declared that they have a secondary education. 4 of the surveyed 
persons indicated that they have a higher education with a master's degree. None of 
the surveyed persons have primary or lower education. 

 

In the conducted survey, no specific group stands out in the distribution of 
experience by number of years of agricultural producers. The following groups of 
farmers have approximately the same relative share - with 10-15 years of experience 
in agriculture - 32%, with 5-10 years of experience - 24%, with more than 20 years of 
experience - 22%, with 15-20 years of experience - 16 %. With the smallest relative 
share are farmers with experience between 1-5 years - 6%. 

 

In the conducted survey, no particular customer profile is distinguished. With 
approximately the same relative share are the following groups of customers of 
agricultural producers: wholesalers with 33%, direct consumers with 22%, processors 
and wholesalers - each with 20%. It is noticeable that there are no exporters as 
customers.  

 

The profile of the surveyed farmers is diverse in terms of the products they produce. 
This open-ended question is answered by all respondents, some indicated more than 
one product, others indicated a general name such as "vegetable production". In this 
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regard, the results are summarized by product types, and the products that cannot 
be summarized are specifically indicated. 21 farmers grow fruit (cherries, plums, 
apples, peaches, watermelons, melons, strawberries, walnuts, almonds), 21 grow 
vegetables (tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers, onions, garlic, carrots, cabbage, 
potatoes), 11 grow cereals and technical crops (wheat, barley, sunflower, rye, corn, 
legumes, rapeseed, cotton), 4 grow vineyards, 1 - lavender, 3 - honey and bee 
products, 1 - milk. 

 

 

Fertilizers used and pest control methods on the farm (Section 2 results) 

It is important to know that soil pollution affects its fertility, and the main factors 
for this are: improper treatments, the destruction of the structure, followed by the 
excessive use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides, and above all herbicides, which 
mainly suppress and destroy the soil microflora, and their remains do not allow some 
species to recover; the use of the same type of technology and the same unilateral 
fertilization for almost all crops.  

Soil fertility can be increased by influencing the soil with a certain set of measures. 
Under different conditions and with different soils, this complex must be different. 

To keep the soil fertile so that the plants can draw from it the substances they need, 
farmers feed it with fertilizers to enrich it and help the plants to grow better. The 
most general definition of fertilizer is that it is a substance, which may be of natural 
or artificial origin, that is applied to soil or plant fibers to supply nutrients that are 
important for plant growth and development. There are many types of fertilizer, but 
they can generally be divided into those of natural and artificial origin.  

Mineral fertilizers can be single, combined, binary and NPK fertilizers (nitrogen - N, 
phosphorus - P, potassium - K), and the difference between the types depends on 
the number of substances in them. As you know, mineral fertilizers are created to 
compensate for the lack of nutrients in the soil and are actively involved in all stages 
of crop growth. Mineral fertilizers are produced specifically according to the needs 
of the soil, for larger spaces and in large quantities. They are also known as "chemical 
fertilizers" and should be used with care. 

Organic fertilizers, in addition to improving the soil structure, also favor the 
development of beneficial microorganisms. Their characteristic is that compared to 
mineral fertilizers, they are more difficult to apply and take longer to be absorbed 
into the soil and have an effect on the plants. Through this type of fertilizer, the 
formation of humus is achieved, which supports the good fixation of ions, which, in 
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turn, improve the structure of the soil and constantly provide nutrients, due to its 
slow decomposition. Among the more commonly used organic fertilizers are manure, 
composts and poultry manure. 

In addition to fertilizing, farmers also apply other agro-technical measures, which 
include proper processing, crop rotation, mixed cultivation, irrigation, etc.  

When asked how they maintain soil fertility, with almost equal shares are 
fertilization (34%) and tillage (almost 36%). Next, respondents indicated crop 
rotation with 15% and joint cultivation with 3%. 14 of the respondents gave a free 
answer to this question, and among the indicated methods for preserving soil fertility 
are weeding, mowing, re-planting, watering, spraying, tillage, etc., most of which 
are a combination of the above. 

 

55 of the surveyed farmers indicate that they use fertilizers. Of these, 87% use 
chemical fertilizers, and 13% - organic.  

 

When asked what type of organic manure they use, animal manure predominates 
with 50%, followed by green manure (growing autumn trees intended to be cut and 
buried when they are at their peak to perform the function of "green manuring") with 
29 % and compost with 14%. No respondent indicates that they use bird manure. One 
has indicated as a free answer "mineral fertilizers". 
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Pest and plant disease control on a farm is an important aspect of farm productivity, 
obtaining quality produce and maintaining soil characteristics. There are various 
methods of pest control.  

Pesticides - also known as agricultural chemicals - are very popular in conventional 
agriculture. These include herbicides to kill weeds, fungicides to protect against 
disease, and insecticides to eliminate insects. These chemicals unfortunately not 
only eliminate unwanted pests, but can also harm our health and the environment. 

The use of plant protection products is limited in organic farming, so protecting 
against diseases and enemies is the best way to deal with them. The use of resistant 
varieties, a mixture of varieties or species and healthy seeds are part of the 
preventive actions. Another preventive measure is crop rotation – it must be planned 
in such a way as to break the development cycle of diseases and enemies. Cultivation 
and promotion of biodiversity in and around fields is also used to benefit natural 
enemies of plant enemies, to help control them. 

A very popular strategy for controlling plant pests and weeds is Integrated Pest 
Management (IPM), which is a combination of agronomic, biological and chemical 
measures against diseases, insects, weeds and other crop plant pests. This system 
takes into account all relevant management approaches and methods available in 
the relevant environment, assessing their economic feasibility. However, the IPM is 
not built from absolute and strict criteria. It is a flexible system that combines local 
resources and the latest scientific research, technology, knowledge and practical 
experience. 

In terms of pest and disease control methods used, 54% of surveyed farmers indicated 
that they used chemical pesticides, 19% - integrated pest management methods, and 
6% - biological and organic control methods (non-chemical control methods). 21% of 
the respondents give a free answer to this question, and the received answers are a 
combination of several methods which are to the maximum extent close to the 
method of integrated pest management, for example: use of preventive control 
measures that include healthy planting material and resistant varieties and 
application of agrotechnical measures such as cleaning, pruning, burning, plowing, 
fungicide treatment, as well as moderate chemical spraying. 
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Regarding the use of non-chemical plant protection methods, 25% of the surveyed 
farmers indicate that they used such methods. Of them, the largest relative share 
are the producers who give a free answer, and in summary it can be said that the 
methods described by them represent a combination of all those mentioned and 
include additional agrotechnical measures, such as cleaning, pruning, strong 
material. It can be said that the natural response of those who use non-chemical 
plant protection methods comes closest to the concept of integrated pest 
management as a smart option for crop protection. The idea of IPM is to reduce and 
limit to a minimum the residual amounts of pesticides in plant production and from 
there through feed - in animal products. And this is possible by limiting the chemical 
means of plant protection, preserving the environment and the soil. IPM also does 
not allow genetically modified organisms. 

 

Weed control is an important element in the cultivation of agricultural produce, 
which is related to the quality and quantity of yields. As a result of the survey, it can 
be said that the majority of surveyed farmers apply methods that are not related to 
the use of chemical herbicides. Chemical herbicides are used by 30% (respondents 
did not specify which ones), and the rest apply various agrotechnical measures, such 
as mechanical weeding (38%), crop rotation (15%), other methods, which include 
mowing, fallow, cultivation, mulching, loosening and others (11%) and post-harvest 
crop residue burning (5%). 

 

Attitudes towards organic farming (results from Section 3) 

It is important for the research of the perspectives and problems for development of 
organic products in Haskovo Region to survey the attitude of agricultural producers 
towards organic farming. Based on the identified attitudes, perceptions and 
assessments of farmers, specific problems and opportunities for the sector in the 
region can be identified, as well as trends in the development of organic agriculture 
can be summarized. 
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According to 75% of the surveyed farmers, organic farming is an activity that gives a 
positive image to the farm in society, and a total of 16% are definite in their answer. 
16% think organic farming is not good for a farm's image, and 10% cannot decide. The 
tendency "I cannot decide" is also observed in the following answers with 
approximately the same relative share, from which it can be concluded that the 
respondent does not have enough information to answer and/or has not shown 
interest in getting to know such information. 

 

The assessment of agricultural producers on the market in which they work is an 
important prerequisite for the development of their current and future activities. 
According to 48% of the respondents, there is demand and supply of organic products 
on the territory of Haskovo Region, i.e. there is an established local market for this 
type of specific products. 46% of respondents believe that there is no market for 
organic products, and 6% cannot answer to this question. 

 

For the survey of farmers' expectations from organic farming, the question of their 
perception of the local market consumption of this type of specific products is 
investigated. With the highest overall share are the farmers who believe that local 
consumers would not pay higher prices for organic products - 73%, 19% of them are 
definite in their answer. 22% are of the opinion that local consumers tend to pay a 
higher price for organic products, of which none are strongly convinced, and almost 
5% cannot decide.  
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The next question that explores farmers' perceptions of organic farming is to what 
extent they think organic farming is labor intensive and requires more effort. Almost 
94% is the total share of farmers who think that organic farming is too labor-
intensive, the definite answers occupy a share of approximately 29%. 5% is the share 
of those who cannot decide. With the smallest share are the respondents who think 
that organic farming does not require more effort than usual - nearly 2%, and among 
them there is not a single registered definite answer.  

 

For the survey of farmers' perceptions and attitudes towards organic farming, the 
question of the quantity of production from organic farming is also investigated. 
Here, a fairly high overall share of farmers who believe that the yields of organic 
crops are too low is registered - 98%, almost 24% answer with an absolute conviction. 
There is no registered aswer in favor of high yields from organic produce, and almost 
2% cannot decide. 

 

 

In the organic production of food of plant origin, precisely defined regulations and 
standards must be observed. The entire chain from the farm to the final consumer 
must be controlled and certified by independent and accredited control persons 
authorized by the Minister of Agriculture to control the compliance of organic 
production. In Bulgaria, 16 certifying organizations are included, which have the 
right to control the compliance of organic production in the country. None of them 
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is registered on the territory of Haskovo Region. To what extent farmers are aware 
of the system for control and certification of organic products and the competent 
authorities that carry out these activities is the subject of the following questions.   

According to 63% of the surveyed farmers, there are no bodies for certification of 
organic production on the territory of Haskovo Region. Almost 5% believe that there 
are such on the territory of the region, and 32% cannot decide. It is important to 
note here that despite the relatively high proportion of those who are aware, there 
is a fairly large group of farmers who are not aware, do not have information and/or 
are not interested in finding out what certification bodies there are and whether 
there are such in the region. 

 

The relative share of the farmers questioned who also cannot assess whether the 
organic production certification bodies carry out the certification assessment 
correctly is 63%, the share of those who believe that the certification bodies carry 
out the assessment correctly is close to 24%. For comparison, the share of farmers 
who think that this assessment is carried out correctly by the competent authorities 
is only 13%, none of whom has given a definite answer. 

 

Whether organic farming requires high costs for certification and inspection 
according to farmers is a question that explores respondents' assessment of how 
aware they are of the need for additional resources for this specific activity and what 
their assessment of this need is. Here, an extremely high total share of the 
respondents who believe that the certification and inspection of organic agriculture 
requires high costs is registered - 95%, 49% answer with absolute conviction. 2% are 
of the opinion that high resources are not needed and 3% cannot decide.  
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For the study of farmers' attitudes towards organic farming, it is important to 
investigate what their attitude is to the use of chemicals in terms of whether their 
use negatively affects human and animal health. In total, the share of the questioned 
farmers who believe that chemicals in agriculture do not negatively affect human 
and animal health is close to 59%, and close to 2% are definite in their answer. Nearly 
37% is the relative share of surveyed farmers who are of the opinion that the use of 
chemicals adversely affects the health of people and animals, 3% are definite in their 
answer. Those who cannot answer are almost 5%. 

 

The extent to which farmers are convinced that high pest infestations can occur 
without the use of chemical pesticides is important to be surveyed in order to 
identify farmers' attitudes towards the established practices of organic farming, 
which are embedded in the very principles of this type of activity. The overall share 
of those who are of the opinion that practices without the use of chemical pesticides 
will lead to severe infestation with pests is the largest - nearly 62%, almost 10% 
answer with absolute conviction.  
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In addition to the use of chemical pesticides, the survey also investigates the extent 
to which farmers are aware that organic fertilizers and pesticides exist and are 
available on the market. The total share of respondents who are aware of the of 
organic fertilizers and pesticides offered on the market is extremely high - 92%, 11% 
answer with absolute conviction. 8% believe that there is no supply of organic 
fertilizers and pesticides. 

 

For the survey of farmers' perceptions of organic farming, it is relevant to investigate 
what their assessment and attitude is regarding the access to information about this 
sector. This question is also related to the development of the current and future 
activities of the farmers. In total, the share of the questioned farmers who think that 
it is difficult to get information about organic farming is almost 81%, and here the 
definite answers are much more 17%. Almost 13% is the share of respondents who are 
of the opinion that access to information about organic farming is not difficult. 6% 
cannot answer.  

 

The survey also explored farmers' assessment of access to and receipt of organic 
farming consultations and advice. In total, the share of the farmers questioned who 
think it is difficult to get consultations and advice on organic farming is almost 83%, 
and here the definite answers are also much more 22%. Almost 10% is the share of 
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respondents who are of the opinion that obtaining consultations and advice on 
organic farming is not difficult. 8% cannot answer.  

 

The study also explored farmers' assessment of access to and receipt of information 
on organic export markets. In total, the share of the questioned farmers who think 
that it is difficult to get information about the export markets of organic products is 
almost 94%, and here the definite answers are also quite high at 38%. There is no 
response recorded that information on export markets for organic produce is 
available. 6% cannot answer. 

 

How important is government support for organic farming is a question that explores 
farmers' perceptions of government involvement in organic farming policy. Here, a 
fairly high overall share of farmers who perceive the role of the state as important 
in providing support for organic farming is registered - 95%, almost 51% answer with 
absolute conviction. 3% do not perceive state support for organic farming as 
important, and almost 2% cannot answer.  
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In order to explore the perception and evaluation of farmers towards their own farm 
and how willing they would be to engage in organic production, a series of questions 
аre investigated. They are related to the characteristics of the soil on the farm, the 
possibilities of using organic fertilizers on the farm, the possibilities of providing 
resources for certification and inspection, the Intention to produce organic fruits and 
vegetables in the future.  

The answers received vary in relation to the extent to which farmers assess the 
characteristics of the soil on their farm as favorable for the cultivation of organic 
fruits and vegetables. 49% is the relative share of respondents who assess the soils 
on their farm as unfavorable for organic production, 25% - as favorable, and 25% 
cannot answer.   

 

Among the farmers asked, 73% answered that they did not have the opportunity to 
grow fruits and vegetables with organic fertilizers instead of chemical fertilizers. 
25% share that they are able to use organic fertilizers and 2% cannot answer.  
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When examining the possibilities of farmers to provide resources for certification and 
inspection of organic farming, two groups of respondents can be distinguished - 76% 
answered that they rather do not have the funds to afford the costs of certification 
and inspection, and 24% have answered "Rather Yes". It is noteworthy that there is 
not a single answer with absolute conviction, but there are also those who cannot 
answer, which is an overall signal of the presence of cost management in the farm. 

To the question "How likely are you to produce organic fruits and vegetables on your 
farm in the next five years" - 76% say they would not produce organic fruits and 
vegetables, of which 3% are categorical; 19% say they would rather produce organic 
fruit and vegetables on their farm in the next five years, and 5% cannot answer.  

 

In connection with the study of the problems and perspectives for the development 
of organic products in Haskovo Region, the propensity of agricultural producers to 
work together with their colleagues to solve problems related to production and 
marketing is also investigated. This aspect of research is included because, on the 
one hand, Haskovo Region is a cross-border region and offers opportunities for 
cooperation with colleagues from the neighboring countries Greece and Turkey, and 
on the other hand, uniting around a single position on common problems and jointly 
standing for it in front of the relevant competent authority would bring greater 
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benefit to the sector than if everyone worked independently. The opportunities for 
economies of scale are also not to be overlooked when it comes to the creation of a 
joint product, such as a promotional product or an association with a common 
purpose. Almost 78% of surveyed farmers say they work together with other farmers 
to solve agricultural problems (production and marketing problems), 13% answered 
with absolute conviction. 21% of the respondents state that they do not work 
together with their colleagues, 3% are definite in their answer. Those who cannot 
answer whether they would work together are 2%.  

 

 

What is the future perspective of farmers' work is a question that was investigated 
to get an idea of the farmers' propensity to continue in this activity and/or to expand 
it and also to find out whether they plan to go out of business. 51% of the surveyed 
farmers say that in the next 10 years they intend to continue farming and plan to 
expand their farming business. 25% say they will continue to work as they currently 
do, and 24% will involve their family in managing the farming business. None of the 
respondents intend to sell, no free answers are registered.     

 

 

8

41

11

2

1

You work together with other farmers to solve 
agricultural problems (production and marketing 

problems)

I strongly agree

I agree

I do not agree

I strongly disagree

I can not decide

16

32

15

0 0

How do you envision the future of your farm in the 
next 10 years?

You will continue business
as usual

You will continue and
expand the farming business

You will let family members
manage the farm

You will sell/rent it for
agricultural purpose

Other



This document is developed on the project „EURO bio REGION MARITZA EVROS (acronym: EU 2 BIO)”, funded by Cooperation Programme Interreg V-A “Greece-Bulgaria 2014-2020”, Subsidy contract № 
В6.3a.02/13.01.2021. The Project is co-funded  by  the  European Regional  Development  Fund  (ERDF)  and  by  national  funds  of  the  countries participating  in  the Cooperation Programme 

Interreg V-A “Greece-Bulgaria 2014-2020” . The  contents  of  the document are sole responsibility of the Association “Business Center-Maritza” and  can  in  no  way  be  taken  to  reflect  the  views  
of  the  European  Union,  the  participating countries the Managing Authority and the Joint Secretariat. 

In conclusion, the results of the survey among farmers show: 

1) The profile of the farmer can be summarized as follows: in the age group 45 - 

54 years; educated and experienced; having a variety of customers, among 

whom, however, exporters are missing; with a variety of production, including 

fruits (cherries, plums, apples, peaches, watermelons, melons, strawberries, 

walnuts, almonds), vegetables (tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers, onions, garlic, 

carrots, cabbage, potatoes), cereals and technical crops (wheat, barley, 

sunflower, rye, corn, legumes, canola, cotton), vines, lavender, honey and 

bee products, milk. 

2) Regarding the preferences of agricultural producers for the fertilizers used in 

the farm, chemical fertilizers have an advantage over organic fertilizers. To 

preserve soil fertility, popular agrotechnical measures such as tillage, crop 

rotation, etc. are also included. Of the organic manure used, animal manure 

predominates, followed by green manure and compost. 

3) In terms of farmers' preferences for the methods used to control pests and 

diseases on the farm, chemical pesticides prevail over biological and organic 

control methods, but there is a trend towards combining different methods of 

the "integrated pest management" type. This trend is more pronounced in 

weed control. 

4) The following attitudes, perceptions and assesments can be summarized for 

the survey of the attitude of farmers towards organic farming:  

- A positive image is being formed towards farms with organic farming, but 

the trend towards a built local market for organic products is wavering. 

Local consumption of organic products is assessed as insufficient in view of 

the high price of this type of product according to farmers.  

- Organic farming is assessed by agricultural producers as labor-intensive 

and at the same time with low yields. 

- Regarding the bodies for control and certification of organic products, 

agricultural producers are divided into two large groups: one group is 

aware that there are no such bodies in the Haskovo Region and at the same 

time is not sure whether the relevant bodies carry out the certification 

assessment correctly; the other group cannot assess whether there are 

such bodies in the region and at the same time believes that the relevant 

bodies carry out the certification assessment correctly or else they do not 

have an opinion. Categorical and clearly defined is the group of farmers 

who believe that organic farming requires high costs for certification and 

inspection. 

- 2/3 of the agricultural producers believe that the use of chemical 

preparations does not adversely affect the health of people and animals, 

and the same ratio of producers believe that without the use of chemical 

pesticides, there will be a strong pest infestation. At the same time, 

almost everyone is aware that organic fertilizers and pesticides are 

available. 

- Regarding access to information and advice in the field of organic farming, 

almost every farmer thinks that it is difficult to get such information and 

advice. 94% of the farmers are of the opinion that accessing and obtaining 

information on export markets for organic products is also difficult. 
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- State support for organic farming is rated as very important by 95% of 

farmers.  

- Regarding the evaluation of their own farm as opportunities for the 

development of organic production and the tendency to engage in organic 

production, ½ of the farmers define their farms as unsuitable for organic 

farming, 2/3 do not have the opportunity to use organic fertilizers, 2/3 

cannot afford certification and inspection costs, 2/3 would not produce 

organic fruit and vegetables in the next five years. 

- Regarding the willingness of the farmers to work together with their 

colleagues to solve problems related to production and marketing, just 

over 2/3 of the farmers say that they work together with other farmers to 

solve common problems.  

- The future perspective of the work of agricultural producers in the next 10 

years is primarily related to the continuation of agricultural activity and 

business expansion.  

- Presence of a tendency of the type "I have no opinion", "I cannot answer" 

which in most questions varies within small limits between 2 - 8%, 

indicating a lack of interest in the activity of organic farming. Outside 

these limits, this tendency is most strongly expressed in the absence of 

information about available certification bodies in the region and whether 

they perform the assessment correctly, which, together with the 

respondents who do not think that the certification bodies perform their 

assessments correctly, is a signal of strong mistrust towards these bodies. 

A high percentage of "no opinion", "cannot answer" tendency was also 

observed in the evaluation of the characteristics of the soil on the farm 

regarding whether it is suitable for organic farming, which signals a lack of 

capacity of the farmers to do this assessment, and to obtain the necessary 

information to make such an assessment.   

4.3. Perspectives and problems for the development of organic products in 
Haskovo Region 

On the basis of the conducted office research and the two quantitative surveys (one 
among consumers and one among agricultural producers), the following perspectives 
and problems for the development of organic products in the Haskovo Region can be 
deduced: 

Perspectives for the development of organic products in Haskovo Region 

- There are good opportunities for the development of organic products on 
the territory of Haskovo Region, which include favorable soil and climatic 
conditions, accumulated experience and good practices on behalf of the 
certified organic operators on the territory of the region (273 organic 
operators by 2022 with a total of 457 certified sub-activities, 4,295.36 ha 
of certified area as organic and in transition, 4,436.58 tons of organic 
product produced). However, opportunities in this regard are yet to come, 
as most of the agricultural land in the region is not yet practiced organic 
farming or organic livestock breeding.  

- The profile of the agricultural producer on the territory of Haskovo Region 
can be summarized as follows: in the age group 45 - 54 years; educated 
and experienced; having a variety of customers, among whom, however, 
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exporters are missing; with a variety of production, including fruits 
(cherries, plums, apples, peaches, watermelons, melons, strawberries, 
walnuts, almonds), vegetables (tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers, onions, 
garlic, carrots, cabbage, potatoes), cereals and technical crops (wheat, 
barley, sunflower, rye, corn, legumes, canola, cotton), vines, lavender, 
honey and bee products, milk. 

- The profile of the user of organic products on the territory of Haskovo 
Region can be summarized as follows: in the age group 25 - 54 years old, 
employed mainly in the private sector, with an income mostly up to BGN 
3,600 per month. 

- The relatively good understanding of organic products among consumers, 
the registered average level of consumption of organic products among the 
respondents (most consumers use such products, but less often or 
occasionally) and relatively stable consumer interest in organic products 
means that there is a built-up trust in this type of specific products, which 
is a prerequisite for future consumer demand, especially at a time when a 
healthy lifestyle is gaining more and more popularity. In order to 
encourage future consumer demand, it is necessary to conduct an open 
policy on the part of the competent institutions towards citizens regarding 
the development of organic products in order to ensure timely and reliable 
information that is relevant to the formation of consumer attitudes. It is 
also important that organic operators respect the good practices of organic 
production and provide the necessary tools by means of which each 
consumer can easily inform himself about the specific organic product.  

- The good orientation of consumers to distinguish certified organic products 
from possible imitations by means of the distinguishing marks on the 
packaging means that consumers have developed habits on how to inform 
themselves whether a product is organic. In this regard, it is extremely 
important to encourage the active position of citizens in cases where they 
come across imitation products marketed as organic. It is necessary to 
promote among the population how and where they could report such type 
of fraud.  

- The research shows that food organic products have an exceptional 
preponderance of consumption compared to cosmetic and other organic 
products. Here, it is necessary to carry out a more thorough study of 
whether there is a lack of supply of this type of organic products on the 
market in the region and what is the attitude towards them.  

- The research shows sustainable consumer attitudes towards organic 
products as healthy, high-quality, with good taste qualities and with future 
consumer demand, but at a high price and with insufficient supply. This 
sustained trend indicates the existence of a market for these products that 
is not satisfied and is yet to develop. 

- To preserve soil fertility on the part of the agricultural producers, the 
research registered a small share of use of popular agrotechnical measures 
such as tillage, crop rotation, etc., use of animal manure, green manure 
and compost, as well as a tendency to combine different methods for pest 
control of the "integrated pest management" type. However, it is necessary 
to promote these practices among farmers as environmentally friendly in 
order to preserve good soil characteristics and improve the possibilities for 
the development of organic farming in the future.  
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- The research registered a positive attitude of agricultural producers to 

work together with their colleagues to solve problems related to 

production and marketing, which they are still doing at the moment. This 

means that there are established, albeit informal, networks of 

cooperation. These networks are a good basis for cooperation in the sector 

and would be very useful for the development of common projects to 

attract additional resources, for the development of postitions on common 

problems and their presentation to the competent institutions. It would be 

good to approach the institutionalization of this type of network in Haskovo 

region, which can support farmers in various directions: increasing the 

capacity for development of organic products, providing information and 

consultations on the development of organic products and access to export 

markets, assistance in attracting additional resources, supporting active 

marketing and promotional activities, etc.  

- The future work outlook of the farmers, which is registered in the 

research, shows that in the next 10 years, farmers plan to continue farming 

and plan to expand the business.   

 

Problems for development of organic products in Haskovo Region 

- There is a weak recognition of organic products by consumers, including those 
of specific local producers, which means that a weak marketing strategy is 
applied in imposing these products on the market and consumers are not 
sufficiently well informed about them. The lack of recognizable local organic 
brands also means that the organic market in the district is nascent. The 
presence of well-established brands creates trust in the market and is a 
prerequisite for attracting more consumers, while insufficient recognition and 
awareness of organic products is one of the main factors for their reduced 
consumption. Various approaches can be applied here, such as: improving the 
information policy of the competent authorities regarding the recognizability 
of organic products; improving the marketing of these products by the 
producers themselves, and opportunities for joint ventures and associations 
of common interest can also be sought here, attracting additional financial 
resources on a project basis, especially when we are talking about small 
organic producers who do not have enough opportunities to promote their 
brand.  

- The research registered a large group of consumers who rely on misleading 
and unreliable sources to confirm whether a product is organic (e.g. points of 
sale, recommendations), which is a problem for the development of organic 
products in view of the fact that in a given moment the consumer does not 
know what product he chooses and can be misled, which in turn creates an 
attitude of withdrawal from this market. In this regard, an up-to-date and 
timely measure is the implementation of an information campaign on the 
issues of organic products, aimed at the population.  

- The research registered a small proportion of those who refuse to consume 
organic products or these are the consumers "outside the market". These 
consumers are not at all aware with the concept of "organic product", 
therefore at this stage they cannot even be included in the group of potential 
consumers of the market for organic products. Here it is interesting to 
consider the reason why these consumers remain "outside the market", 
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namely: the lack of trust that these products are organic. Although the share 
of these consumers is smaller, it is necessary to work on the positive image of 
organic products among the population.  

- The weak awareness of consumers about organic products is a prerequisite for 
the formation and transmission of false information, especially due to the fact 
that information about this type of products is mainly sought on the Internet 
and from the circle of friends, relatives and acquaintances, at the expense of 
official public sources , such as institutions and specialized health sources. 
Insufficient awareness of potential and current consumers on the topic of 
organic products and their characteristics, besides creating the danger of not 
recognizing them from imitations and counterfeits, can create unjustified 
attitudes and expectations towards organic products, which in turn can lead 
to disappointment and withdrawal. It is necessary to carry out an adequate 
policy of informing the population about this type of products and imposing 
among the population both their good image and the good image of the 
competent institutions related to organic products, bearing in mind that the 
Internet is the main place for information, at the expense of television, 
official sources are not recognized as reliable sources of information too. 

- The research registers that farmers prefer to use chemical over organic 
fertilizers, as well as chemical pesticides over biological and organic control 
methods. They define organic fertilizers and organic control methods as a 
costly expense, and at the same time these fertilizers and methods are 
defining for the organic way of cultivation. In addition, the use of organic 
fertilizers and organic methods leads to an increase in the cost of production 
and a decrease in the competitiveness of the manufactured products. In this 
regard, its subsidization is of utmost importance for organic production, and 
the role of the state in providing transparent and timely information regarding 
the possibilities of financing organic production to potential beneficiaries is 
of utmost importance. The role of the state in the development of organic 
production is assessed as extremely important by agricultural producers, 
which also means that this sector is highly dependent on state support. Here 
it is important to note that in the formation of the state policy for the 
development of organic production, active participants must be the farmers 
themselves, who can adequately present and summarize the registered 
problems in the field.  

- The research registers that farmers are of the opinion that the use of chemical 
preparations does not adversely affect the health of people and animals and 
that without the use of chemical pesticides there will be a high pest 
infestation, although they are aware of the offer of organic fertilizers and 
pesticides. This attitude does not favor the development of organic products 
in a positive direction, on the contrary, it makes it difficult to switch to 
organic production in the future.  

- According to farmers, farms with organic production enjoy a good image, but 
the local consumption of organic products is insufficient due to the high price 
of the products. Organic farming is labor-intensive and at the same time low-
yielding, according to farmers. Here again, the leading role of the state stands 
out in terms of the implemented policy for subsidizing the sector. 

- A problem for the development of organic products is the ignorance and 
mistrust of agricultural producers towards the bodies for control and 
certification of organic products, as well as the definition of the process of 
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certification and inspection as requiring high costs, which is registered in the 
research. 

- A problem for the development of organic products is the access to 
information and advice in this field and the research recorded that most 
farmers find it difficult to find information and advice on organic production 
and to access export markets for these products. It should be noted here that 
at regional level there is lack of official summary statistics for organic 
production, as well as lack of strategic and planning documents for organic 
production. These documents are also scarce at the national level. All this, in 
addition to making it difficult for farmers who would like to engage in organic 
production, also complicates the process of formulating clear, timely and 
adequate policies in this direction.   

- As a result of the research, the following trend is present: the majority of 
agricultural producers in the territory of Haskovo Region define their holdings 
as unsuitable for organic farming, they do not have the opportunity to use 
organic fertilizers, they cannot afford the costs of certification and 
inspection, they do not would produce organic fruits and vegetables in the 
next five years.  

  

5. ANNEXES 

5.1. Consumers questionnaire card on the project EU 2 BIO 

 

QUESTIONNAIRE CARD 

This questionnaire card is part of the „Research on perspectives and problems for 

the development of bio products in Haskovo Region“ under the project "EURO bio 

REGION MARITZA EVROS", with the acronym: EU 2 BIO, Subsidy contract № B6.3a.02 

from 13.01.2021 г. The study is carried out and financed under the Cross-Border 

Cooperation Program INTERREG V-A Greece-Bulgaria 2014-2020. 

Section 1 of 3 

1. What do you think organic products (so-called bioproducts) are? (You may 

indicate more than one answer.)* 

☐ Product made without the use of GMOs, ionizing radiation, artificial fertilizers, 

herbicides, pesticides and hormones 

☐ Village made  

☐ I cannot determine 

☐ Other: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

2. Are you aware with the organic products on the market?* 

☐ Yes 

☐ No 



This document is developed on the project „EURO bio REGION MARITZA EVROS (acronym: EU 2 BIO)”, funded by Cooperation Programme Interreg V-A “Greece-Bulgaria 2014-2020”, Subsidy contract № 
В6.3a.02/13.01.2021. The Project is co-funded  by  the  European Regional  Development  Fund  (ERDF)  and  by  national  funds  of  the  countries participating  in  the Cooperation Programme 

Interreg V-A “Greece-Bulgaria 2014-2020” . The  contents  of  the document are sole responsibility of the Association “Business Center-Maritza” and  can  in  no  way  be  taken  to  reflect  the  views  
of  the  European  Union,  the  participating countries the Managing Authority and the Joint Secretariat. 

☐ I cannot determine 

 

3. Do you know a producer/s of organic products from Haskovo region? (Answer 

"Yes" or "No". If "Yes" - Please specify)* 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

4. Where do you prefer to get information about organic products?* 

☐ Friends/Family/Acquaintances  

☐ Television commercials  

☐ Advertisements in newspapers/magazines  

☐ Internet 

☐ Educational events  

☐ Health publications  

☐ Other: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

5. Do you use/consume organic products?* 

☐ No 

☐ Yes 

 

6. If No, what is the reason?? 

☐ I can't afford it 

☐ I don't like them  

☐ I don't believe they are really organic 

☐ Other: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

7. If Yes, how often?? 

☐ Regularly 

☐ Rarely 

☐ Accidentally 
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8. How long have you been using/consuming organic products?? 

☐ Less than a year 

☐ 1-3 years 

☐ 3-6 years 

☐ 6-9 years 

☐ More than 9 years 

 

9. If you buy organic products, which of the following do you buy? Select all that 

apply. 

☐ Fruits 

☐ Vegetables 

☐ Cereal crops 

☐ Sugar/sweeteners 

☐ Tea/coffee 

☐ Dairy products 

☐ Vegetable oils 

☐ Drinks 

☐ Spices/herbs 

☐ Snacks 

☐ Honey 

☐ Eggs/meat 

☐ Nuts 

☐ Cosmetics 

☐ Other: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

10. How do you know that the product you are buying is organic? 

☐ According to the labels on the package 

☐ It was purchased from a specialist shop/stall for organic products 

☐ The price 
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☐ On the recommendation of other users 

☐ Other: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Section 2 of 3 

Please choose the most appropriate answer: 

1. People are well aware of organic products* 

☐ I strongly agree 

☐ I agree 

☐ I do not agree 

☐ I strongly disagree 

☐ I have no opinion 

 

2. There is a lot of literature on the market to raise the level of awareness about 

the "organic product"* 

☐ I strongly agree 

☐ I agree 

☐ I do not agree 

☐ I strongly disagree 

☐ I have no opinion 

       

3. Many television commercials and other programs raise the level of awareness 

of the general public about "organic products"* 

☐ I strongly agree 

☐ I agree 

☐ I do not agree 

☐ I strongly disagree 

☐ I have no opinion 

 

4. "Organic products" keep us healthy and extend our lives because of their better 

quality* 
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☐ I strongly agree 

☐ I agree 

☐ I do not agree 

☐ I strongly disagree 

☐ I have no opinion 

 

5. The quality of "organic products" is very good compared to non-organic 

products* 

☐ I strongly agree 

☐ I agree 

☐ I do not agree 

☐ I strongly disagree 

☐ I have no opinion 

 

6. "Organic products" do not contain dangerous chemicals, stabilizers and other 

substances harmful to health*  

☐ I strongly agree 

☐ I agree 

☐ I do not agree 

☐ I strongly disagree 

☐ I have no opinion 

 

7. "Organic products" taste better*     

☐ I strongly agree 

☐ I agree 

☐ I do not agree 

☐ I strongly disagree 

☐ I have no opinion 

 

8. "Organic products" are safe and healthy*  
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☐ I strongly agree 

☐ I agree 

☐ I do not agree 

☐ I strongly disagree 

☐ I have no opinion 

 

9. Because of their high prices, it is not possible to use "organic products" often 

in the household* 

☐ I strongly agree 

☐ I agree 

☐ I do not agree 

☐ I strongly disagree 

☐ I have no opinion 

 

10. "Organic products" are not available enough on the market* 

☐ I strongly agree 

☐ I agree 

☐ I do not agree 

☐ I strongly disagree 

☐ I have no opinion 

 

11. I prefer to buy "organic products"* 

☐ I strongly agree 

☐ I agree 

☐ I do not agree 

☐ I strongly disagree 

☐ I have no opinion 

 

12. Given your experience using/consuming organic products, would you 

recommend them to your family and friends?? 
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☐ I strongly agree 

☐ I agree 

☐ I do not agree 

☐ I strongly disagree 

☐ I have no opinion 

 

Section 3 from 3 

Respondent profile 

1. Your age 

☐ 18-24 

☐ 25-34 

☐ 35-44 

☐ 45-54 

☐ 55-64 

☐ Над 64 

 

2. You are employed in the field of: 

☐ Private business 

☐ Public Administration 

☐ Freelance 

☐ Retiree  

☐ Housewife 

☐ Learner/Student 

☐ Unemployed 

 

3. Your family income per year is: 

☐ Less than BGN 2600 per month 

☐ BGN 2600 – 3600 per month 

☐ BGN 3600 – 4600 per month 
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☐ BGN 4600 – 5600 per month 

☐ Over BGN 5600 per month 

☐ I prefer not to answer 

 

5.2. Agricultural producers questionnaire card on the project EU 2 BIO 

 

QUESTIONNAIRE CARD 

This questionnaire card is part of the „Research on perspectives and problems for 

the development of bio products in Haskovo Region“ under the project "EURO bio 

REGION MARITZA EVROS", with the acronym: EU 2 BIO, Subsidy contract № B6.3a.02 

from 13.01.2021 г. The study is carried out and financed under the Cross-Border 

Cooperation Program INTERREG V-A Greece-Bulgaria 2014-2020. 

 

Section 1 from 3 

Profile of the farmer/agricultural producer 

1. Age* 

☐ 18-24 

☐ 25-34  

☐ 35-44  

☐ 45-54 

☐ 55-64 

☐ Над 64 

 

2. Size of the farmer's household:* 

☐ up to 2 people 

☐ 2-4 people 

☐ more than 4 people 

☐ other: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

3. Educational level of the farmer:* 

☐ Lower than primary education 
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☐ Primary education 

☐ Secondary education 

☐ Bachelor's degree 

☐ Master's degree 

☐ Other: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

4. Farmer's experience in agriculture (in years):* 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

5. Who do you sell your products to?* 

☐ Directly to consumers 

☐ Retailers 

☐ Wholesale merchants 

☐ Exporters 

☐ Processors 

☐ Other: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

6. Could you name the three most important types of products you produce on 

your farm?* 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Section 2 from 3 

Fertilizers and pest control methods 

1. How do you maintain soil fertility?* 

☐ Fertilization (chemicals, animal manure, green manure, etc.) 

☐ Crop rotation (Growing a series of different types of crops in the same area in 

successive seasons) 

☐ Intercropping (Growing two or more different types of crops in the same area 

during the same season) 

☐ Tillage of the soil 

☐ Other: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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2. If you use fertilizers, what types do you use? 

☐ Chemical fertilizers 

☐ Organic fertilizers (not chemical such as animal manure, green manure, 

compost, etc.) 

 

3. In case you use organic fertilizers, can you specify their type? 

☐ Animal manure 

☐ Bird manure 

☐ Green manure (growing autumn plants intended to be cut and buried when in 

maximum luxuriance to perform the function of "green manure".) 

☐ Compost 

☐ Other: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

4. How do you control pests and diseases?* 

☐ Biological and organic control methods  (non-chemical control methods) 

☐ Integrated pest management methods 

☐ Chemical pesticides 

☐ Other: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

5. In case you use non-chemical methods of crop protection, could you please 

specify? 

☐ Mechanical methods 

☐ Physical and pheromone traps 

☐ Biological enemies of pests 

☐ Other: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

6. How do you control weeds? 

☐ By burning the plant residues after harvesting 

☐ By grazing animals 
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☐ By mechanical weeding (tillage, mowing and/or manual) 

☐ Through crop rotation  

☐ Through chemical herbicides (Please specify what you use in "Other") 

☐ Other: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Section 3 from 3 

Attitude towards organic farming 

1. Organic farming gives the farm a positive image * 

☐ I strongly agree 

☐ I agree 

☐ I do not agree 

☐ I strongly disagree 

☐ I can not decide 

 

2. Local markets are available for organic produce* 

☐ I strongly agree 

☐ I agree 

☐ I do not agree 

☐ I strongly disagree 

☐ I can not decide 

 

3. There are certification bodies in the region*  

☐ I strongly agree 

☐ I agree 

☐ I do not agree 

☐ I strongly disagree 

☐ I can not decide 

 

4. The certification bodies carry out the assessment correctly* 
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☐ I strongly agree 

☐ I agree 

☐ I do not agree 

☐ I strongly disagree 

☐ I can not decide 

 

5. The use of chemicals has a negative impact on the health of people and 

animals* 

☐ I strongly agree 

☐ I agree 

☐ I do not agree 

☐ I strongly disagree 

☐ I can not decide 

 

6. Getting information about organic farming is difficult* 

☐ I strongly agree 

☐ I agree 

☐ I do not agree 

☐ I strongly disagree 

☐ I can not decide 

 

7. Organic farming is very labor intensive* 

☐ I strongly agree 

☐ I agree 

☐ I do not agree 

☐ I strongly disagree 

☐ I can not decide 

 

8. Heavy pest infestations can occur without the use of chemical pesticides* 
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☐ I strongly agree 

☐ I agree 

☐ I do not agree 

☐ I strongly disagree 

☐ I can not decide 

 

9. Government support is important for organic farming* 

☐ I strongly agree 

☐ I agree 

☐ I do not agree 

☐ I strongly disagree 

☐ I can not decide 

 

10. Organic crop yields are too low* 

☐ I strongly agree 

☐ I agree 

☐ I do not agree 

☐ I strongly disagree 

☐ I can not decide 

 

11. Местните потребители биха били готови да плащат по-високи цени за 

биологични продукти* 

☐ I strongly agree 

☐ I agree 

☐ I do not agree 

☐ I strongly disagree 

☐ I can not decide 

 

12. Local consumers would be willing to pay higher prices for organic products* 
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☐ I strongly agree 

☐ I agree 

☐ I do not agree 

☐ I strongly disagree 

☐ I can not decide 

 

13. There is a supply of organic fertilizers and pesticides* 

☐ I strongly agree 

☐ I agree 

☐ I do not agree 

☐ I strongly disagree 

☐ I can not decide 

 

14. Organic farming requires high costs for certification and inspection* 

☐ I strongly agree 

☐ I agree 

☐ I do not agree 

☐ I strongly disagree 

☐ I can not decide 

 

15. Obtaining information on export markets for organic products is difficult* 

☐ I strongly agree 

☐ I agree 

☐ I do not agree 

☐ I strongly disagree 

☐ I can not decide 

 

16. The soil characteristics on your farm are suitable for growing organic fruits 

and vegetables* 
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☐ Definitely Yes 

☐ Rather Yes 

☐ Rather not 

☐ Absolutely No 

☐ I can not decide 

 

17. You have the opportunity to grow fruits and vegetables with organic instead 

of chemical fertilizers* 

☐ Definitely Yes 

☐ Rather Yes 

☐ Rather not 

☐ Absolutely No 

☐ I can not decide 

 

18. You have the funds to afford the cost of organic farming certification and 

inspection* 

☐ Definitely Yes 

☐ Rather Yes 

☐ Rather not 

☐ Absolutely No 

☐ I can not decide 

 

19. You work together with other farmers to solve agricultural problems 

(production and marketing problems)* 

☐ I strongly agree 

☐ I agree 

☐ I do not agree 

☐ I strongly disagree 

☐ I can not decide 
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20. How likely are you to produce organic fruits and vegetables on your farm in 

the next five years? 

☐ I strongly agree 

☐ I agree 

☐ I do not agree 

☐ I strongly disagree 

☐ I can not decide 

 

21. How do you envision the future of your farm in the next 10 years?* 

☐ You will continue business as usual 

☐ You will continue and expand the farming business 

☐ You will let family members manage the farm 

☐ You will sell/rent it for agricultural purpose 

☐ Other 

 

 


